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Dear Mrs. 



Tour letter was received on February 17, 
1961, and the concern which prompted you to forward 
information to the FBI is indeed appreciated. 

Should you receive further data which you 
believe vrxild be of interest to this Bureau, please feel free 
to correspond directly with Mr. Harry G. Maynor, Special 
Agent in Charge of our Butte Office, located at 400 Thornton 
Building, Butte, Montana. 

Enclosed is material on the general subject 
of communism which you may wish to read. 



Sincerely yours, 




rohn Edgar Hoover 
4 <, ~ Director 

Enclosures (5) * 

17th National Convention & Intro. 3-60 LEB 
Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 
Communist Party, USA 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 
Communist Target — Youth j/f.-^'A frVX 
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Labor 8-13-60 v. 42 

New Extremist Group Pictures Ike as 'Communist 1 

Shades of the late Senator Joseph R* McCarthy! When he charged there were 
numerous "card-carrying Communists" in the State Department, he was a piker 
compared to a new extreme right wing organization described in a Milwaukee 
Journal report* It says this group follows a leader who "believes President 
Eisenhower is a dedicated Communist/* and that President Roosevelt "unknowingly," 
and President Truman "knowingly" were "used by the party." 

The report tells the following story* The organisation, wl^ch is "groxiing 
fast" in Wisconsin and some other states, calls itself the J ohp J3 jjrch T Society^ 
named after an American i#ho allegedly was killed by the Communist Chine seT 
It was founded by Robert H* W* Welch, Jr*, " a wealthy retired candy manufacturer" 
who lives in--Bilmont, Mass*, is former vice chairmarTof £Ke~~Massachuetts 
Republican finance committee, and once was a GOP candidate for Lieutenant 
governor of Massachusetts* \/ 

Welch, the report says, is the author of " The ' Politician" a manuscript 
which is distributed to promoters of the society, marked for their' "confidential" 
use* In it Welch says of Eisenhowers 

"In my opinion, the Communists have one of their own actually in the 
Presidency, Eisenhower* There is only one possible word to describe, his 
purposes and actions, that word is "treason!! The manuscript also tries to 
hang the red label on Ike ! s brother Milton and some high government officials* 

In Wisconsin, the report continues, the society's members include some _ „ 

prominent indistrialists, one of them jfi Higm ^XSjJ^^n t long a right-wing- ^ '/ 

Republican leader in the state* His ^nti-^IaBoF^hd all-around; reactionary 
activities have been mentioned in IAB0R*^ --- ^^ ^g&or M^W'^M^^M^ 

Welch also wrote and distributes 'S^Blue Book" which, /judging by the \ ^ J^t 
report, has a Fascist flavor* For example ,~ it says "the men who join the c ~ 
John Birch Society are going to do so because the believe in me and are 'willing 
to accept my leadership," Hitler called himself "Der Fuchrer"-The Leader* 

Among other things, Welch's Blue Book says: "Democracy is merely a 
deceptive phrase a weapon of demagoguery and a perennial fraud*" 

jpXlOl « FEB 28* 1961 
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Dear Mrs. 



Your letter of February 14, 1961, has been received, 
and the interest which prompted you to write is appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI is an 
investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as such, does 
not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the character or 
integrity of any organization, publication or individual. I regret that 
I am unable to help you and hope that you will not infer in this connec- 
tion either that we do or that we do not have data in our files relating 
to the subject of your inquiry. 

Enclosed is some material dealing with the general 
subject of communism which may be of interest. 



< 9. - > 





Sincerely yours, 



Jo^b Edgar Hoover 
Director 



J.. \ n 
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Enclosures (6) 

17th National Convention, CPUSA & 3-60 LEB Introduction 
Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 
One Nation* s Response to Communism 
Director's speech of 10-18-60 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 
Communist Target— Youth 



NOTE: The John Bireh Society wa^^punded by Ro6ert Wqj£h of Belmont, 
Massachusetts. It is allegedly an anticommunist organia^ion; however, 
Welch has stated that the Society might take on the appearance of a "front" 
in order that it might attract true subversives. During the Eisenhower *^ 
Administration, Welch was openly critical of the President- His book, ; 
mail room □ teletype unit □ See next page* *jL . ■ / h ^ ' 
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NOTE continued: 

"The Politician, 11 a vicious attack on Eisenhower, even accused the 
President of being a dupe of the communists. No record could be 
located in Bufiles identifiable with correspondent. 
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Loveland Colo. 
Feb. 14-1961. 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Director F. B. I. 
Washington D. C. 



Dear Sir: 



pa /g p fC A 



o 




I am^y»Ms%g concerning the "John Birch SqpietyV.,. 
and their literatui^^^American Opinion". l^^^r-Robi^^^elch, ^ 
Associate Ed tt^ J. B^Msctt^ews, W illiam S. 

lamm & Hans^'b'hholz. 

They also give a long list of names of distinguished 
Americans who give comments and advice helpful in determing the 
editorial policy, contents and opinionsfdf ^this m^pziiie. 

Some of their articles are startling, as they tell of 
how Communism is growing in our nation and government. 



alarmists? 



Are they stating these facts truthfully or are they 



I know you are a very busy person, but I would 
appreciate your advice about this. "Thank you M 



Very Sincerely, 
Mrs. I 



b6 
b7C 



Loveland, Colorado. 
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Mrs. 

Boj{ 



Carmel Valley, California 



February 24, 1961 



be 



Dear Mrs. 



Tour letter was received on February 17, 
1961 , and your interest in writing is appreciated. 

Tou may be ware your letter will be made a 
matter of record in our files. 

Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



"1 



f MAttfft! SI 



Tolson . 
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Mohr ~ 
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Conrad 
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NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. The John Birch 
Society is allegedly an anti communist organization with branches over 
the various parts of the country. Our field offices have been alerted 
to watch its act^i^es M^much as its headj Robert Welch, indicated 
at one time thai hd thought W'gtoup having the appearance of a front 
organization might be effective in attracting true subversives. 
Welch has, in the pasit^aXso attacked President Eisenhower and his 
Administration friliis writings: 
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CarmeTv alley, California 
February l£, 1961 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I have been quoting you as having said that 
communists "are in effect foreign agents on 
American soil ,r and now find, in re-reading the 
Preface to your illuminating Report, COMMUNIST 
TARGET - YOUTH, that it was Francis Walter who 
said this* 

If this does not represent your opinion, will 
you correct me? 




Some time ago, I wrote you relative to the above 
mentioned pamphlet gmd informed you that I am 
a member of The Joh^J^^SMdM^^ Sino3 then, 
the California AttorneyjGeneral, Stanl^^Nfosk, 
has informed me that Tie would consider This" 
organization "subversive" because it has character- 
ized as members of the Communist conspiracy the 
last three presidents of the United States. 

I do not wish to embarrass you by involving you in 
any such discussion, but did want to state that 
we are "subversive" - of Communists and Communism - and 
t fiat" "the above statement by Mr . "Mosk^ is rather- ~ - - — 
broad, inasmuch as he does not know who are the * _ 
members of this Society and individual members are 
urged to exercise their own discretion and consciences 
in connecti6n with any of the John Birch Society 
activities. I, for one, do not so characterize* the 
last three presidents of the United States, although 
I have raised considerable question about some of 
their actions — from the coddling of Alger Hiss and 
the discouragement of Whittaker fifemfrftp./ 1 ^ aj^jnj^g^5&j£ 
to inform our then president, thWfi^Ptfee^promotion 
of Harry Dexter White, after he was exposed t o^tte 
then president as a Communist, and the persecution 
of Joseph McCarthy when he was trying to expoSffi FEB 28 1961 
Communists in our government and services. That is 
the privilege and the duty of patriots, and urrte^s _ 
I am misinformed, is neither against the law or the jSp^^v? 
best interest of our country. ^^Hr^^ Vj,jLi 



Sincerely yours, 



-I should like even a short 



4, 




^ Mr . 

Post Office BojJ 



February 23, 1961 



Lubbock, Texas 
Dear Mr. 



Your letter of February 15, 1961, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted you to write Is 
appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in tills connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
Inquiry. 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism whidi may be of interest. 

Sincerely yours, 



Toysan 

Parsons _ 

Mohr 

Belmont _ 
Callahan , 
Conrad — 
DeLoach . 
Evans ^ — 

Mai one 

Ftosen 

Tavel 
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John Edf &r Hoover 
Director 



Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 
17th National Convention, aPtfeft. jQ^-j&Hl&B Introduction 
One Nation's Response To Communism 
Director's speech of 10-18-60 
Communist Target— Youth 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 
see NOTE; next page 

MAIL ROOM TELETYPE UNIT 




t 



Letter td Mr. 



be 

b7C 



NOTE: The John Birch Society -was founded by RobertJ^lch^of Belmont, 
Massachusetts. It is allegedly an aaticommunist organization; 
however, Welch has stated that th© Society might take on the 
appearance of a "front" in order that it might attract true subver- 
sives. During the Eisenhower Administration, Welch was openly 
critical of the President. His book, "The Politician," a vicious 
attack on Eisenhower, even accused the President of being a dupe 
of the communists. 
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Feb. 15, 1961 



Dear Sir; 



y 



I realize that you must be a very busy man and have 
as much to do as you have time. If you have the opportunity to 
"cram" one more thing into your schedule, I would appreciate your 
answering a question for me, 

I recently became aware of the part I should play 
as an American in order to insure the freedom & security of my 
young son. I want to do what I can to avert comunistic control of 
the United States. I have been approached and asked to join the 
JohnBirch Society. Their literature sounds very convensing & 
valid, but I am one of those people who have sat back complacently 
and allowed "the other fellow" to worry about politics. Consequently 
I don f t know too much about this subject and don't want to defeat 
my purpose by "throwing in" with the wrong organization So my 
question is: What is your opinion of the John Birch Society and is 
it the kind of an organization I should be a part of? 



I appreciate your giving your time to reading this and 
would appreciate your answer even more. 



1 1^ H, 



Sincerely 



1*1 
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February 27, 1961 



New Orleans 18, Louisiana 



Dear Mrs. 



received. 



Your letter dated February 18, 1961, has been 



The thought prompting your writing me is appreci- 
ated, and X was interested in having the benefit of your observations. 

In connection wife the matters you mentioned, I 
would like to point out that it is ilie responsibility of the FBI to 
investigate any allegations of subversive activities on the part of 
any individual in our country. Should the person be an employee 
of another governmental agency, information developed through our 
investigation of him is made available immediately to the head of 
that agency for appropriate action. It is not, however, within the 
jurisdiction of the FBI to make evaluations in such instances. 



If you acquire facts which you believe are indicative 
of subversive activities, I hope you will not hesitate to contact the 
representatives of our office located at 1000 Masonic Temple Building, 
New Orleans 12, Louisiana. 

Sincerely yours, 



ToJson 

Parsons _ 

Belmont _ 
CaJlohan . 

Conrad 

DeLoach . 

Evans 
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Rosen 

Tavel 
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John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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New Orleans 
Feb. 18, 1961 



Mr. Edgar Hoover, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

Washington D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover - 

The article by Mr. Charles Stevenson in Reader's 
Digest for February confirms my fears that the State Dept has been 
infiltrated by Communists - 

I have heard many prominent well informed speakers, 
some members of our armed forces who have said this - and I am 
wondering whether our government is doing anything about it - You 
are well aware of the fact that Kruschev has boasted that the United 
States will be conquered M from within M - Not by attack - and it 
appears to me this is exactly what is happening - Mr. Kennedy is so bent 
on building the armed forces to protect us militarily, and this is important, but 
it is also very important to purge the State Dept. of Communists, if ^ 
any. Can you give me any assurance whatever uthat we (the goverment) J?y™ 
are alert on that score? - I would appreciate it deeply - for I am just 
plains frightened - 

I am affiliated with several groups who are doing what 
they can to fight Communism - among them the JohnBirch Society - 



Cordiallg&C- 94 4<3^ JP^id^ A- & 



i\i Feb %e im 



(Mrs.| ) b6 

P. S. I voted for Nixon! ! hie 
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Enteinifrom sta ge rig htHfce 
John Birch Society 



*\ LOS ANGELES — Suburban 
newspaper cSSfesssa^s have 
been devoting uneasy attention 
recently to an organization 
■known as the Johft^feirc^ JSQ- 
ci gy^ _ apparently a well-heeled 
outfit spawned by, the Cold 
War. 

The society's founder is 
Bobert Welch, 71, a retired 
Boston, Mass., candy manu- 
facturer, who set up the or- 
ganization Dec, 9, 1958, at In- 
dianapolis, Ind, Neither the 
date or place seem to be of 
significance but the society's 
"cell" method of organizing 
and the role of its founder 
seems to have aroused misgiv- 
ings. 

Welch, who is described as h 
the absolute boss of the so- 
ciety, was born in North Caro- 
lina; finished the university - 
there h spent two years at An- 1 
napolis and another two at ! 
Harvard. He's lived in Boston '■ 
Since 1919. ( 

"Democracy is merely a de- 
ceptive phrase/' Welch pro- ■■ 
claimed on r one occasion, 
weapon of demagogue ry, and 
a* perennial fraud." 
AMID WEALTHY 

Welch seems to have taken 
.fright at some of the liberal 
decisions of the U* S* Supreme \ 
Court and* his "cells" were 1 
commanded to wield pens in a 
letter writing campaign call- 
ing for the impeachment of i 
Chief Justice Earl Warren. 

Welch also tackled the 
Eisenhower menace to free en- . 
tei*prise. He thinks Milton - 
Eisenhower, brother of the for- 
mer president, was a Commu- 
nist, and it is ''his firm belief 
that Dwight Eisenhower is a 
dedicated, conscious a^ent of 
the Communist conspiracy/* 

That appeared in a 195S 
booklet, "The Politician," writ- t 
ten by, Weljh, which seems to 
have been withdrawn from cir- 
culation alter beinjr seen by 
a few leaders of the movement. 



^as- 



Said Bill Sumnerfn? 
adena Independent: 

"Locally, ana in this area, 
the Society seems to be at- 
tracting men and women of 
some substance. It would not 
pay to dismiss them as a group 
of fanatics and crackpots 
worthy only of a passing 
snort*" 

Besides Pasadena, the so- 
ciety has picked up recruits in 
Santa Barbara, Significantly, 
both communities are dominat- 
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ed by the retired- well-to- do. 

On Welch's council are such, 
veteran" enemies of democratic 
rights as I>ean Clarence Man- 
ion, T. Coleman Andrews, for- 
mer income tax collector; 
Spruille Br aden, former Latin- 
American "expert" of the U.S. 
State department, and Adolph 
M-enjou, unsavory relic of tne 
House Un-Americans' raid on 
Hollywood. 

Recruiting is done at house 
meetings py means of a \ hour 
- J y\ 



movie on which Welch appears 
alone and explains why there 
must be complete obedience to 
the leader. That, he says, wiil 
keep out Communists and 
others who might create dis- 
sent. 

Each cell has its director 
who in turn consults with a 
district director monthly who 
transmits orders rrom above* 
Directives also approved in the 
monthly John Birch Bulletin, 
edited by Welch* 



Letter writing to public of* 
ficiais and to newspapers iias 
been the main activity of the 
Society but lately its attention 
has been turned to the PTA, 
which Welch feels is too much 
to the left. a 

The society is, named |or 
John Birch, a U. S. Army cip- 
tain who is supposed to htflve 
died in China 10 days arter 
VJ day. Welch blames hia 
death on "Chinese Commu- 
nists." 




The Washington Poet and_„ 

Times Herald 
The Washington Daily News 
The Evening Star 



New York Herald Tribune — 
New York Journal-American . 
New York Mirror „ 



New York Daily News . 
New York Post 
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The New York Times . 
The Worker - , 



The New Leader 

The Wall Street Journal . 
Date 2*25-61 



People's World P. 2 
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February 28, t961 



Mr. 



hi 
b7( 



Pecos, Texas 
Dear Mr. 



Your letter of February 17, 1961, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciated. 

Although I would Uke to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of *kr organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that X am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data is our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 

Enclosed is some Itterature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 



, Am 



Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover v 
Director 



(■ 



Enclosures (6) (Listed next page) 

see NOTE next page 
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Enclosures (6) 

17th National Convention, CPUSA & 3-60 LEB Introduction 

Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 

One Nation's Response To Communism 

Director's speech of 10-18-60 ^? 

Communist Target— Youth # 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. 
The John Birch Society was founded by Robert Welch of Belmont, 
Massachusetts. It is allegedly an anticommunist organization; 
however, Welch has stated that the Society might take on the 
appearance of a "front" in order tlhat it might attract true subver- 
sives; During the Eisenhower Administration, Welch was openly 
critical of the President. His boS, "The Politician," a vicious 
-attack on Eisenhower, even accused the President of being a dupe 
of the communists. 



Feb, 17, 1961 



- — _ . - ^ Pecos, -Texas-, - 

Director ^. 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25, D. C 0 

Gentlemen: 

I'm^sure your files reflect an organisation named 
The Jo hn^Birch Society . It appears to be a patriotic 
outfit and, if it is /"we can help each other fight the 
cancer known as Communism. As of the present time I 
know little about them and I'm trying to assure myself 
that they are not backed by anyone or any other organ- 
ization with a tendency to lean to the red side of life* 

It will be very much appreciated: if you will advise 
me as to whether or not your investigation gives them 
a clean bill of health* 

Yours truly, 



&7h 
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TO 




OM 



DIRECTOR, FBI 



SAC, LOUISVILLE (157-New) 



date: 2/24/61 



subject: JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
RACIAL MATTERS 



Enclosed are two copies of articles appearing in 
the 2/19/61 and 2/23/61 issues of the Courier- Journal, 
daily newspaper of general circulation published in Louisville, 
Kentucky, relating to the captioned society. 




It is observed the enclosedLarticles reflect cap- 
tioned society was started by R0BEi^^?CCOI of Boston, Mass a- 
chus^tts. Information concerning RdSERT^WELCR is set forth in 
SAC Letter 59-13 (F) , in which the Bureau requests that any 
activity of WELCH'S coming to the attention of a field office 
ould be brought to the attention of the Bureau. 

conducting no investigation 
matter, but the Bureau w 
kept advised of any pertinent data received. 



This Division is 
connection with the caption 



Bureau ( Enc Is £\ 



Louisville (LJJ$E-New) 
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Ciei gymeti Crt i i c ue 
John Birch Society 

Radio Panel Calls Group 1 8 Spirit, Views 

^Distorted,' 4 Perverse,' And ^Illogical' 

"Distorted," perverse," and "illogical dogmatism" are 
terms that were used last night by a panel of clergymen to 
describe the spirit and pronouncements of the John Birch 
Society. 



Members of the WHAS 



evil element within such an 



"Moral Side of The News" 03 'ffif L , run™* , ,1 

panel discumd the wmisecret <J^ J^\ii Jt'^&fi 

organi»tion lAich was re- Congregation Adath Jeshnrun 

vetted « «tt5Tia Louisville "J? the „ socie * &n «"«* " a 

STpSbfittw article in *S 

cf^jn.^T^ri*^:-^. t™*^*,^ trend of American hiatcry and 

Strays Cwn^ournal. that ^ stand 

^ / 0tal J Birch , S ^ C1 ^: aid was Irreligious. "It is 

named for a deceased Baptist €ss<mce of religion not to be 

nuasionary, was started by satisfied for ourselves while 

Robert Welch, Boston, a for- ^^y^ 

mer candy manufacturer* who To a question about fre ^ 

brieves ^ Anwrie* « being tlves of members of tfee Joim 

Birch- Society, Father Lofhn 
&aid f **There is a kind eC sm* 



sr>Jd out to the Communists 
fWkf* Dtectfbed 



^ * ^ iL * « ■ -i eerity here, and obviously a 

***** ***!*V*s that "eml perverted lotion of good, but 

there has to be a distortion in 
tbe personality." 
Said Rabbi Gittleman: "They 



■ i'lSjhis'* h h C^miminiM slogan^ 
That foretpa aid w*» planned 

by CommuifesU to weaken the mmm ™„ M ^x-™*.^., 
American economy; "democ- havr"noTalth"Vn"7heir feUow 
racy is merely a deceptive mat t our c ountry, or oar 

ery, and a perennial fraud,'* fJ r , 
and "the greatest enemy of 
man Is, and always has been, 
government/ 1 

The itev, Paul Stauffev, min- 
ister of First Christian Church, 
asked of the Birch Society, 
"Can democracy and frfeedoro 
survive in this spirit? The^e 
ppupta t\l*> tho view that 
thdot j* thh only Ride, fh*' 
ovary one vho douKft*!, think a^ 
they thiuk 1s tfoiw; m Itu* 
wrong dinvumi- Thyy 
limit freedom t;f tftm^ht. VK 
L truth comes as div<*i fcuut vi^wri 
meet in the social pnrmwtr* 
of tha domocralJe process," 

CUe* Ncrdft Of People 

The Hev, Olo£ Anderson, Jr., 
executive secretary of the Lou- 
isvillo Presbytery, said the so- 
ciety "leaves out the respon- 
sibility of one individual for 
another individual and seeks 
to turn back the clock. It ig- 
nores the fazfc that our rrovld 
is quite different, it demands 
r libera] approach to the needs 
o£ people/ 1 

The Rev. John Loft us, dean 
of Belkrmine College, said the 
society i<; "not a particularly 
gcol i-.iir.Ck against ct;uiF>u- 
p'rt * wft t^af. .{ho* to "im 
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4 1 ~, irar,T society whose 

% An^nca is b*fcvfl 

ing some promsu*?iit T c i:" 

ville. 

While the John Birch Sanely 5huns 
publicity t its leaders will talk. But they 
won't tell who their members are. 

The society is the creation of Robert 
Welch of Boston, who has written, "We 
are out to get a million members truly 
dedicated to the things in which we 
believe/' 

Here are some of the \hings which 
Welch believes: 

1. The International Communist con- 
spiracy now teaches "into all of the 
-legislative halls, all of the union labor 
meetings, a majority of the religious 
gatherings, and most of the schools of 
the whole world*' (Italics his,) 

Z. "If and when we can reach ihe point 
of turning just, the American Govern- 
ment from actively helping the Commu- 
nist conspiracy everywhere in the world, 
we shall have won a most important 
battle in the war ahead/' 

3. Indian Prime Minister Nehru 
«jw] Egyptian President Nasser are 
puppets of the Kremlin. 

^ ~ 4". CuKan Premier Pidel Castro 
in e Communist, (Welch wrote this 
in 1958 before Castro overthrew 
Ful&enoio Batista.) 

5. "Civil rights" is a Communist 
slogan. 

<?, Our foreign-aid program was 
planned by Communists to weaken our 
economy. 

1. Sonv; Protestant ministers preach 
outright communism. 

Says A.M.A. 'Took' 

8. 'The American Medical Association 
ha<3 now been 'took/ to the extent that 
we could not count on any direct help 
there/' 

?>* Hi Her wag preferable to Stalin be- 
cause, wlxcn they liquidated people, Hit- 
let's conscience bothered him about it, 
but Stalin's did not, Hitler was immoral, 
Stalin amoral, 

70. PrrxMrttt FranUirr P. RpctteveH 
trrif/ General Hrfirgr Morshfilt u>ert* 

guilty of * v pl*rin ymc.tUilZcralvd fr*»«ttj«*' 
in getting f,V f.'nitnd S'ntnA into World 
War IL 

1L F.B.i. Director V vjrf^jr Kw.rr 
tfinuld have h:-vn ivq±il-j\'t\ -; . Ku.'.^i-y 
Gtrifia-.. 



H^^r Palme* f<*W architect M* Eurir 



Jij members. The thesis it that the t luleft States in rapidly 
becoming, by Commimi&t design* a socialist slate that is giving 
up its sovereignty to the United Nations. 

By ROBERT HERMANN 
Courier-.biumsl Slaff Writer 



Hag Hammarskjold "is one of tha moat 
coo tempt ible agents of the Kremlin 
ever to be supported by the American 
taxpayers/ 1 

13, "Democracy is merely a deceptive 
phrase, a weapon of demagoguery, *nd 
a perennial fraud/ 1 

14, "The greatest enemy of matt is, 
and always has been, government/ 1 

These arc some of Welch's more ex- 



nett Magruder, executive director o* the 
Louisville Area Council of Chuichos. 

Shirley Palmer-Ball, 30-year-oK ^c? 
president and general manager of ihe 
Palmer Asbestos & Rubber Company 
in St. Matthews, heads a John Birch 
chapter of 20 to 30 members here He 
was appointed to his postition around 
the first of the year, he said. 

The leader of another chapter hae 
is architect W, Earle Otis, former chair- 
man of the Jefferson County Municipal 




S. RayJmrn Watldnn 

*A little* blunter , „ / 

treme statements* admittedly ripped out 
of contest, A Louisville member of lbs 
John Birch Society commented about o,te 
of Welch's asfrtrtions, ' I think it's prob- 
ably stated a little blunter than he mbUy 
means it" 

Vknf comment camo froT. S n^h'i*r 

t'n : ■ : . . - ■ . 



Dr* N» Burnett Magrruder 

7W of thv rhing ride . % / 

Conference. Otis wouldn't say anything 
about the number of memoer^ who 
they are, or wh*n his group wa* for^efl* 
'Wq don't seek pabiic*lVi" OLis sairi* 
"Jn Eacl, we try to avoid <iub];dt> + 
Jiai'e jfoiiiin^ 1o h'dc c>::*ppi tft* nryn<;u 
a*>'l n'liTthC! T/ir 'n^r^bcro/' 

V.' Cl-jh^ TIP. ^'Jf'.Vtv / lK ' *~f*L f 1 . TC-Titit if 'a 



. -itji, methods, 
the John Birch 



fi$ , , ^ 

Society are al£ set forth In its Blue 
Book t which anjbody can purchase; and 
in our tape recordings, films, and the 
speeches of our {regional) coordinators 
and myself, which many thousands now 
hear every month." 

National Council 

On the national council of the society 
are such names as Spruille Braden, for- 
mcr assistant secretary of state; CoL 
Laurence JJ. Bunker, fomer personal 
aide to General Douglas MacArthur; T, 
Coleman Andrews, former commissioner 
of internal Revenue; former Dean Clar- 
ence Manion of the Notre Dame Law 
School; actor Adolphe Menjou, and Wil- 
liam X Grede, Col* <*. Parker and 
Ernest G, Swigert, all former presidents 
of the National Association of Manufac- 
turers. 

The late Alfred Kohlberg, militant foe 
of Red China and communism in general, 
w<x 




'Nothing to hide except . * / 

the 300,000 thieves on the ground that 
they could do less damage. 

The John Birr ft Society** ffwrf* *nld 
JTWrft, la "test government* more respon- 
sibility* and a belter worW*** 

Welch considers Senator Barry Gold- 
water of Arizona the best eonservathe 
>.-h*ri*r connat ynvmber^M&Q on ^Jeader^m^ thG'-poMtkai ^SterlcT 

i.txttn^vTihefg; a native Former Vice-president Nixon, he 

wrote in 1958* was "one of the ablest, 
shrewdest, most disingenuous, and slip- 
periest politicians that ever snowed up" 
and has "never been a leader in connec- 
tion with any development, or at any 
si age in his career/' 



lr* jv-rimc f*re$ident of 
;<'c, hid. 



;:. t } us hiruh Society dates back 
to a day in 1938 when Robert Welch 
assembled about a dozen persona from 
around the country in an Indianapolis 
hotel and lectured them for the better 
part of two days on the threats to 
American freedom and what could be 
done about them. He offered "dynamic 
leadership" to meet these threats, 

A transcript of his lecture forms the 
society's "Blue Book," which with the 
society bulletins and Welch's periodical 
American Opinion give ample evidence 
of his conservative views, 

Welch** Thesis 

Welch's basic thesis is that the United 
States is rapidly being converted, by 
Communist design, into a socialist state 
which Is giving up its sovereignty to 
the United Nations and will soon be 
ripe for painless merger with the Soviet 
Union, 

Most of the governmental develop- 
ments of the last 30 years have been 
part of this design, Welch believes, He 
would wipe out such things as Social 
Security, the graduated federal income 
tax, diplomatic recognition of Soviet 
Bussla, federal budget deficits, inflation, 
ant! big government, 

C*ovfTivm^>1 i* 5nti'^ic;iVly t*vil t h*t 



Blames Churches 

Welch sees loss of faith In God and 
man as a cause of our problems, and 
says one-third of Protestant churches 
contribute to this loss of faith. The 
society is named for John Birch, *'a 
young fundamentalist Baptist missionary- 
preacher from Macon* Ga„ who did as 
much as any other one man, high or 
low, to win our war and the Chinese 
war against the Japanese in China, (and) 
was murdered by the Chinese Commu- 
nists at the first opportunity after the 
war because of the powerful resistance 
he would have been able to inspire 
against them." 

Welch is a North Carolina native who 
became a Massachusetts candy-mauufac< 
turing executive, and in 1957 gave up 
most of his regulax work to devote full 
time to the anti-Communist fight. 

Welch considers himself an expert at 
spotting secret Coinmunists. He points 
Oitt tluit his cmichifiovs -m^xy times haxte 
tailied with those, of 3 ; ; t. 
mer chief investigator 
tor Joseph A t McCarthy. LkTtSZ^* 



Here m Loutoui^ shMe? Maimer- 
Bwf ami W. lUrfc Orh, chapter b*ad», 
ttny that the jwctev j t , ^ ltf) ^ 
They *ay it firm dear of racial and 
r^Iusious coBlrovcrsie*. ft b, * a jd 
Palmer-Bail, « *oiit "jiiidd^-oMh^ 
road rl£ht-whi£ group.-* 

Oha 5aid h* ^Wn'f frresen anv ^ 

While every known Louisville member 
msi^cd on his r jght to disagree with 
wck-li od details, each of them express 
approval *>f his £rtrw*I approach. 

tte/cfc make* dear m the Blun Book 
that ihere < 5 tafte or no room for d^iJt^i 
i** t'<c soviet^ says; 

" ■ Are not gmn£ hr in 

uro.wud bj rs^ ^ ..^ A « *t* nfrt 
S'Jinit U* hav# faction* ■ ri^pm^ n >i r >,* 




Shirley Paim*r-BaU 
\V<?r 4 /lafc group' 

^o^bcrs ivho rosss M f?i:l Lhe K^essary 
fto;:c<i of royalty <vm eJW rc^n nr 
wilt be put out before they huiid op 
any spanleiing following of their own 
inside the Society, , . , Whenever dif- 
ferences of opinion become translated 
iftTo a lack; of loyal support, we ^haU 
have short cuts for c truing me tilth 
without going thrcii£h any ^r^rc*s of 
wetted UemocraJsc pi ■■;■>( r^s-v.'" 

Chapter leaders arc appointed from 
lx^lquarters, not elected. Chapters ar# 
supposed to have two tneenii^s a month, 
to one of which visitors ot-ts invited. 

Kayburn WaUina calls th* society 
"more or less a conservative dimu^ioa 
and action group," The ''action" ap- 
parently consists rotnUy of writing 
tcrs to congressmen and newspaper*. 

Walkins said he thinks Welch h abso- 
lutely ritfht about thf* extent of roiniua- 
Hi.^ttt Jiifiltr 3 ho«. ite bel/evt* pt-.»p'f* in. 
sl\ walks of I if * .-and in hi.E-h 
too- are doin# what the Tom^ni^s!* 
\\;ti\\ 'it.ru^ without being £W*r* - ,; 

He [}.■ ; -Vj ot tht fe<ii7- ^«rA« 
or y . SilLT^ ^ - ,J,rt 



■ + iV-<> '.;>:■ t\^. 5i ^ ■ 



the youngest ot 

less arUcuIdte than Walksna about hi*, 
political beliefs, To some Questions h* 
replied, "I don't know a* much about 
rhat as 1 should." 

He said he got interested in the Jtaha 
Birch Society through his brother- m-law 
in Nashville and was appointed a chapter 
leader about the first of Hie year, Th« 
chapter meets on his call. 

OHs* the other known chapter leader 
here, aaid, "t am in sympathy with th* 
aima and purposes of the society rod I 
think it** a very necwiaary and a T*ry 
timely thing." 

, . j^ f*k«# ^ our orttt^tttto ■itt.-»feS 

pjsv^r and ^litborify Ojjc our prirnnry 
nuns is lefis goversmcut. ' 

Dr, Magrvder stirred a ¥ij«rou* c&fr 
troveny bere laat Itorb wit% m itittt^ 
Brtat, JttAde darUa; ao l^artteir, Hat 
the Proieatant clergy is infected witfe 
Wanbt tbfjtkiug. So he p^efene^ t*» 
answer cjuesnous aoout the it*hn Bbrci 
Society Ut writing 

'The John Hurch Society/' he ^xot«* 
yart of the risuJS tide of Ainertcin 
and Christian reaciion \c the ConimuuiM 
menace and is pait of a utaveraen! which 
w r ill everitoally ^Uf^-.'t s^p^ri frows 



February 2$, 1961 



Tolson 

Parsons _ 

Mohr 

Belmont _ 
Caljahafi . 
Corirad ^_ 
De Loach . 

Evans 

Mai one 

Ra3en 

Tavel 

Trottos 
W.C. Su 
TeJe. R 
Ingram _ 
Gaudy 



Mrs. 



Cody, Wyoming 
Dear Mrs. 



Tour letter, with enclosure, was received on 
February 20, 1961, and your interest in writing is appreciated. 

While I would Like to be of assistance, the FBI, 
as strictly an investigative agency of the Federal Government, 
does not furnish evaluations or comments relative to the 
character or integrity of any individual, publication or organi- 
zation. I am sorry I cannot be of aid to you, and I hope you 
will not infer either that our files do or do not contain informa- 
tion relative to the organization or individual you mentioned. 

This Bureau does not issue a list such as you 
described; however, you can obtain a list of organizations 
Which have been cited by the Attorney General pursuant to 
Executive Order 10450 by writing to the Subversive Organiza- 
tions Section, Internal Security Division, U. S. Department 
of Justice, Washington 25, D. C. You may also be interested 
in a booklet entitled "Guide to Subversive Organizations and 
Publications. " This booklet was prepared by the House Committee 
din Un-American Activities, a&d although it is currently out of 
print, you may be able to obtain copies from yourlocal library. 
Enclosed is material on the general subject of communism 
which may be of interest to you. 



Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



I 
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Mrs. - 2-28-61 



NOTE: Bufiles reflect nothing derogatory regarding correspondent and 
no prior correspondency The John Birch Society is allegedly an anti- 
communist organization branches over the various parts of the 
country. Our field offices ^v£ been alerted to watch its activities . 
inasmuch as its head, RobeHt Welch, indicated at one time that he 
thought a group having the appearance of a front organization might be 
effective in attracting true subversives* Welch has, in the past, also 
attacked former President Eisenhower and his Administration in his 
writings. 
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17th National Convention & Intro. 3-60 LEB 
Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 
Communist Party, USA 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 
Communist Target- -Youth 



TRUE COPY 



be 

Cody, Wyoming b7 
February 15, 1961 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
F. B. I. 

Washington, D. C. 
Dear Sir: 

Enclosed please find the application blank 
for membership in an organization which, to us, sounds 
like one which could accomplish some concerted gains 
against Communism. However, we are aware that all that 
glitters is not gold, and we might someday find that we had 
misjudged. Will you then, please >$pd us any information 
you may have concerning this JohfrBirch Society or its 
founder, Mr. Robert Welch. ~^ ~ 



We would also appreciate having a list of 
Communist front organizations and publications, or the 
information on where we could find them in our immediate 
vicinity. 



Yours very truly, 
/s/ Mrs. 



Jo 6 

hlC 




■■■7- 




be 
b7C 



J. 



4^ 




AS.- 






he 

hlC 



Application For Membership 



THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
Belmont 78, Massachusetts 



Gentlemen : 



This is my application for membership in the 

Chapter of THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY, for one year 
from this date, and for automatic renewal each year 
thereafter, unless I resign in writing. I understand 
the dues schedule printed on the back of this sheet, 
as applicable to myself. 

If my application is accepted, I agree that my mem- 
bership may be revoked at anytime, by a duly appointed 
officer of the Society^ without the reason being stated, 
on refund of the pro rata part of my dues paid in 
advance. 



Sincerely, 



(Name) 



(Address) 



Date- 



Application Approved 

By 



Dues Received 



Title 



ALL X! FORMATION COfWi: 
HEREIN IS MJLAfcSSlKLIid 




i 



•r 



"PC- Jos 



March 1, 1961 



£ & ■ ■ /e '-('to / 




Powell, Wyoming 



bo 

b7C 



Dear Mrs, 



The letter of February 20, 1961, from you 
and your husband has beam received* 



J 



Persons . 

Mohr 

Belmont _ 
CcrUahtjn . 
Con rod _ 
DeLoach . 

Evans 

Mai on a 

Rosen 
TaveL 



Although I -would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organisation, publication or 
individual. I regret that X am unabl* to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 



if 



Enclosed is some literature dealing with B 
general subject of communism vhleh may be of interest. 



Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 

- f o \ ■■: .. 
Enclosures (6} 

17th National Convention, CP USA & 3-60 LEB Introduction 
Communist Party, USA 
One Nation's Response to Communism 
Director's Speech of 10-18-60 
The Communists Are After Our Minds 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 

t ext page 

T . -^jr^^ 






Letter to Mrs. 



NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Buttles. 
The John Birch Society was founded by Robert Welch of Belmont, 
Massachusetts. It is allegedly an anticommunist organization; 
however, Welch has stated that the Society might take on the 
appearance of a "front" in order that it. might attract true subver- 
sives. During the Eisenhower A dmimst ration, Welch was openly 
critical of the President. His boofc^The Politician," a vicious 
attack on Eisenhower, even accused the President of being a dupe 
of the communists. 



Powell Wyoming 
' ' Feb, 20 1961 

J.Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington D.C. • 

Dear Sirj 

Some people here, interested in Anti-Communist movement 

o 

are organizing a "J ohn Birc h Society* 1 [ 9 can you tell us if this 
society is free of Communist OR Facist infiltration? And can 
you say, were you a private citizen, would you be interested 
in this movement? 

Sincerely Yours 

Q^7^ 



nr- 

Mr and McsJ 

^Powell^ Wyoip jjqg 



he 

hlC 
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REC- lift 



CP 




March 1, 1961 



4 s r^>; 

Honorable F. M. Keener 

*Udgf' 

Sherman County 
Stratford, Texas 

■.■My dear Judge:. " • ' 



Your letter of February 20, 1961, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted you to write is 

appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organisation, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 

Sincerely yours, 



To Is on _ 
Parsons . 



BeJmorU _ 
Callahan . 
Conrad m 
DeLoach . 

Evans 

Mai one 

Rosen . 

j Tavel 



Trotter . 



1, 

* W,C. Sullivan . 

Tele. Room 

Ingram 

Gandy . 

t-r. 



0 
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17th National Convention, CPUSA & 3-60 LEB mtroductipn 
Communist Party, USA * ; ^ 

One Nation' s Response to Communism 
Director'sjjtoeech of 10-18-60 
Th» Goirfmaiists Arg Afte^Our Minds 

t/ ,u u see NOTE next page 4^ 





Letter to Honorable F. M. Keener 



NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. 
The John Birch Society was founded by Robert Welch of Belmont, 
Massachusetts. It is allegedly an anticommunist organization; 
however, Welch has stated that the Society might take on the 
appearance of a "front" in order that it might attract true subver- 
sives. During the Eisenhower Administration, Welch was openly 
critical of the President. His book, "The Politician," a vicious 
attack on Eisenhower, even accused the President of being a dupe 
of the communists. 




1 



F/M."RtENER 

COUNTY JUDGE AND EX-OFFICIO SUPERINTENDENT 
OF SCHOOLS 

SHERMAN CDUNTY 

STRATFORD, TEXAS 



* 



February 20, 1961 




Hon. J, Edgar Hoover 
F. B. I. Building 
Washington, D. C. 



Dear Mr. Hoover: 



>t)I have had several requests for information on the 
Johrr Birch Soci^t^ which is being organized in this county, 
a nd we would liKet o know if there could be any connection 
with the Communist Front in this Country, 

If you can not send this to me, please let me know how 
the request should be made. 

I would appreciate any information you might be able 
to give me on this matter. 

Thanking you, I am ' 



Yours truly, 



mt 



F. M« Keener 
County Judge 



~3 




.SEK 



\>N\^M> 




\ 



3 / d yV^ /-. fjO 'l March 1, 1161 



Hiss 









Midland, Texas 
Dear Miss 



Your letter of February 21, 1961, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. , y» ■ - 1 j& 

Sincerely yours, 



MAILER 81 ; 

MAK'- 11981 

COMM-FBI 



John Edgar Hoover ^( 
Director n " " A 



r 



Enclosures (Listed next page) 



see NOTE next page .. ^^y r ^ ' ' S 
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Letter to Miss 



b6 
b7C 



Enclosures 

17th National Convention, CPUSA & 3-60 LEB Introduction 

Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 

One Nation's Response To Communism 

Director's speech of 10-18-60 

Communist Target— Youth 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 

NOTE: No record could be located in Bufiles identifiable with correspondent 
The John Birch Society ias founded by Robert Welch of Belmont, 
Massachusetts. It is allegedly an anticommunist organization; 
however, Welch has stated that the Society might take on the 
appearance of a "front" in order that it might attract true subver- 
sives. During the Eisenhower Administration, Welch was openly 
critical of the President. His book, "The Politician," a vicious 
attack on Eisenhower, even accused the President of being a dupe 
of the communists. 
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TRUE COPY 



be 

b7C 



Midland, Texas 
February 21, 1961 



Dear Sir, 

During the past year I have become alarmed about 
communism in this country. I have read all available literature 
I could find. Loving my country I want to do something about it. 

o 

Recently I have become interested in the John Birch 
.Society. It is headed by Robert Welch. I believe what they say 
they are and in what they are doing. 

But, because I am human and can be misled, I would 
like to know your opinion of this organization. Since in the past the 
communist have had front organizations which were called anti- 
communist organizations, I just want to be sure I'm working on the 
right side. 

I hope you can tell me if I am right in working for 
this organization. 

Also, I would appreciate any advise on anything that 
I might be doing in fighting Communism. 



Very sincerely, 



be 

b7C 



/ 





ALL rT'?^!.".':Tl'7? '~ v ~;n 
,\i> 



b6 
b7C 






•it 



* 
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March 2, ifttl 



Amarillo, Texas 
Dear Mrs. 



b? 
.b" 



Your letter of Febtjutry 20, 1961, has been 
received, and I appreciate your comments about my book and 
" the norfc of this Bureau. 

Although I would like to be of sendee, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the F«4sral Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am wnable to help you and hope that 
you idll not infer in this connestton either that vre do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 
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Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover f, 
Director 

Enclosures (6) 

17th National ;Conven$ioti, CjptrSA & 3-60 LEB Introduction . 
Communist Party, USA ' / 

One Nation's Response to Communism Jr 
Directors Speech of 1 Or 18 -60 / 
The Communists Are After 0*r Minds . ', \/ ., n . " 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 
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Letter to Mrs. 



NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. 
The John Birch Society Allegedly an anticommunist organization; 
however, Robert Welch, its founder, has stated that the Society 
might take on the appearance of a "jfj<ont" in order to attract true 
subversives; During the EisenhonWH" Administration, Welch criticized 
the President to the point of calling him a dupe of the communists. 
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vJAmarillo, Texas- 
February 20, 1961 
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Mr # J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington 25 $ D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

The threat of Coraaunism to our country has just recently been brought to 
the attention of my husband and I. We were shocked out complacency, and 
in an honest effort to do something "quick" we have joined the John Birch 
Society. Wow petitions are circulating, through the city saying that Mr# 
Welch is a communist and that the JohirBirch Society is a communist front. 



To date, there has been nothing that would lead my husband and I to believe 
that there is anything about the John Birch Society that is anyway connected 
with communism. Since we know we can depend on you above all othera, please 
direct us as to whether we should continue to channel our efforts to fight 
this menace into the John Birch Society. 

I realize that you are far to busy with much more weighty matters, but I 
do hope that you can find time to answer this since we know your judgement 
would be correct. t . 

Thank you for your book "Masters of Deciet" plus all of the protectiontthat 
your organization affords us. 

Very truly yours, be 

. . b7C 

To U^LA^'J-s^I-- 3 spy 
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Dear Mrs. 



Your letter of February 20, 1961, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is as investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subjects of your 
inquiry. 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 

Sincerely yours, 



T MAILED 3 

I MArU --1SS1 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



Enclosures (6) (Listed next page) 
see NOTE next page 'fyf&fr'A. 
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Ltfter to Mrs| | b7c 



Enclosures 

17th National Convention, CPUSA & 3-60 LEB Introduction 

Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 

One Nation's Response To Communism 

Director's speech of 10-18-60 

Communist Target— Youth 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 

NOTE: The John Birch Society was founded by Robert Welch of Belmont, 
Massachusetts. It is allegedly &n anticommunist organization; 
however, Welch has stated that the Society might take on the 
appearance of a "front" in order that it might attract true subver- 
sives. During the Eisenhower Administration, Welch was openly 
critical of the President. His book, "The Politician," a vicious 
attack on Eisenhower, even accused the President of being a dupe 
of the communists. 

Bufiles reflect nothing derogatory regarding Slayton or 
\tebb and Knapp Corporation. Correspondent is not identifiable in 
Bufiles. 
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February 20, 1961 



Mr* J* Edgar Hoover, Director / 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D* C* 
Dear Mr* Hoover: 

I would like to know if you have any information 
concerning any comiunistic tendencies or affiliations of the 
following persons and organizations: 

1* William Lj^J^ton, former yice^President 
o$^ebb^& Knapp Corporation* 

2* Webb & Knapp Corporation* 

3« Robert Welch, President of Welch Candy Company* 

4# The John Birch Society* 
This information, if not confidential, would be of great 
help to me* If the information is confidential, I would appreciate 
some indication from you as to where I could obtain the information 
I am seeking. REC- 35 _Q^L h^Lf 
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March 1, 1S61 



Mr. Don 
Route 2 
IStevensville, Montana 

Dear JSr. Wark: 



Your letter postmarked February 20, 1861, 
has been received, and the Interest which prompted you to 
write is appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 



To Is on 



Parsons . 
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Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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17th NationaJ Convention, CPUSA & 3-60 LEB ^introduction 
Communist Party, USA ' 
One ration's Response to Communism 
Director's Speech of 10-18-60 , y 
The Communists A re After Our Minds ,/ 
Expose of Soviet Espionage / 
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Letter to Mr. Don R. Wark 



NOTE: No record could be located in Bufiles identifiable with correspondent. 
The John Birch Society was founded by Robert Welch of Belmont, 
Massachusetts. It is allegedly an antieommunist organization; 
however, Welch has stated that the Society might take on the 
appearance of a "front" in order that it might attract true subver- 
sives. During the Eisenhower Administration, Welch was openly 
critical of the President. His book, "The Politician," a vicious 
attack on Eisenhower, even accused the President of being a dupe 
of the communists. 
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Stevensville, Mont. 
Feb 18, 1960 



:) 



J. Edgar Hoover 
Washington D. C. 

Dear Sir: 



£p We are upset. Here in our community we have 
several John Birch Society Study Groups. They have aroused, 
and frightened people here'as to the "near future" take over of 
the Communist Party of our country. We have read their material 
and stacks of Congressional Reports and other data as to the 
Communist danger at hand. I have read "Masters of Decfeit and 
I know that you know we are indeed in danger of a Communist 
take over. My question concerns the John Birch Society and 
whether they are doing their job in a rational manner. This 
Society anticipates that 1961 is our last year of freedom. That 
in 1964 we will have no choice in electing a president. 



Many here are withdrawing money from circula- 
tion and putting in supplies for an underground unit to fight when the 
Communists take us over. They are forming their own party of 
"Conservatives." Many of their ideas we agree with, others we 
are confused aobut. All pf their co-ordinators as they are called 
travel here from California and speak at these study groups. I 
am wondering if this Society is worth my support and my money 
to help its developement. I can only turn to you for advice. The 
Un-American Activities in Washington send us no return mail as 
to any of the fore going questions of mine. I am a member of the 
American Legion Post 94 here at Stevensville and as you know we 
Legion members are very concerned and dedicated to our country. 



Mr. Hoover in desperation we ask you, "Is the 
John Birch Society doing a good job in fighting Communist influence 
in the United States? * / ^ 4 . / , / 

I want to stop\the spread of Reds in our cofmfrf^ 1 
and will do any thing to assisKothers who are doing the saigg.^ 




I place great faith in your answer to these^qtfestionse^ 
. u^and I have faith that my letter will recieye an answer - many of 
\^ i\ m Y letters have never been answered that were written to^^fer 
\ sources. - r^S^^ ~ 

I await your reply. w 



Yours, for a free America Montana 



i 



r b9L J J*t¥v1^ ^ 1,1961 



Miaa 



A. 



lie Louisiana 



Bear Miss 



Your letter was received on February 23, 1961, 
and the interest which prompted you to write is appreciated. 

Although I would life* to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agewy tte Federal Government and, as 
such, does not mate Evaluations or" draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
Individual* I regret that X am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do hot have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 



ToJson 
Parsons „ 

Mohr^ 

BeJmont _ 
CalJahan . 
Conrad 



Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 
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Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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17th National Convention^CIjUSA % 3-60 LEB Introduction 
Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 

One Nation's Response To Communism Communist Target- -Youth 
Director's speech of 10-18-60 Expose of Soviet Espionage 

see NOTE next page. 
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NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. 

The John Birch Society was founded by Robert Welch of Belmont, 
Massachusetts. It is allegedly an anticommunist organization; 
however, Welch has stated that the Society might take on the 
appearance of a "front' 1 in order that it might attract true subver- 
sives. During the Eisenhower Administration, Welch was openly 
critical of the President. His book, "The Politician," a vicious 
attack on Eisenhower, even accused the President of being a dupe 
of the communists. 
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Feb. 19, 1961 

Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington D.C. 

Dear Sir. 

Would you pleag^Hsend me any information 
you have concerning the JohnSBirch Society founded in 
Indianapolis in December, 1§58?~ The founder -and head 
of this organization is Robert Welch, n ' 

I am seriously considering joingLthis 
group, but would like to know more about it. 

Sincerely, 



.bo 
b7C 



Pineville, Louisiana 
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February 28, 1961 



Airs. 
Box 
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Stratford, Texas 



Dear Mrs. 



} 




y 



Your letter of February tO, 1961, has bees received.'S # 
and I appreciate the Interest which prompted you to write to sue. 



Although I would like to be of service to you concerning ^ 
the organization you mentioned, thft FBI, as an investigative agency of^ 
the federal Government, does not«make evaluations or draw conclusions 
as to the character or integrity of any organisation, publication or 
individual. I hope you will not infer in this connection either that we 
do or that we do not have data in our ftlee relating to the subject of 
your inquiry. 

Your grave concern over communism is understandable, 
and your desire to learn methods of opposing it is most reassuring* 1 
strongly believe that the most effective way to combat this conspiracy 
Is to become fully informed concerning it. A thorough Knowledge 01 
the nature and objectives of communism will enable our people to 
detect it as it endeavors to make inroads in every segment- of our 
American life. < 
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Your public library probably has a wide range of material 
on communism available for your use, and you may desire to refer to 
my book, "Masters of deceit,* which is a basic text on this subject. I 
am enclosing some other literature which may also be of assistance to 
you. 




(sincerely yours, 

J- EcJgar Hoovef 
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□NOTE AND ENCLOSURES NEXT PAGE. 



Enclosures 

17th National Convention CP USA, & March 60 LEB Intro. 
Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion 
10-18-60 & 10-3-60 Director's Speeches 
Communist Target— Youth 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no information concerning correspondent. 
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February 20, 1961 
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Tele. Room 

Mr, Ingram 

Miss Gandy^ 

Jr\ A J. 



Mr 0 Jo Edgar Hoover, Chief 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington^ D« C* 



Dear Mr* Hoover; 

I am a housewife and part-time secretary on the great plains of 
the Southwest o For some time I, along id.th many other Americans out 
here have bcome increasingly aware of, and increasingly concerned about, 
the menace of Communism in the United States* However being an ordinary 
citizen, I did not know what I could do to try and help stem this tide 
of Communism* 



Recently I attended a film about the "John Birch Society", ' 
thinking that maybe this might be the answer. There were several things 
about the meeting that I could not 11 go along with", so I decided that I 
would write you and try to find the answers to ame of my questions* I 
know that you are a busy man^ but I hope that you will find time to 
answer the following questions for me; 

1. What is your opinion of the Mohn Bi rch Society"? 

2 0 What can an ordinary citizen, like me and other interested 
people, do to help combat Communism in the United States?" 

I would certainly appreciate~"an early "answer r 'tb~ these questions, 
along with any suggestions you might have. 



,7 
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Very truly yours, 




Mrs. 



Stratford, Texas — \ 
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March 2, 1981 
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Dillon, Montana, 
Dear Mrs* 
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Your letter of February 17 has been received. 
The interest which prompted you to write is appreciated, and 
I do want to express my thanks for your favorable remarks 
concerning "Masters of Deceit.** 

Although I tfoulditke to be of service, the FBI 
Is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organisation , publication or 
individual. I regret that I*m unable to help you, and I hope you 
will not Infer in this connection either that we do or that we 
do not nave data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 

Enclosed is some material dealing with the 
general subject of communism whtfth may be of interest. 



Sincerely yours, 
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One Nation* s Response to Communism 

17th National Convention, CP USA & March 60 USB Intro. 

What You Can So © Hght Communism i 

10-18-60 Direcor's Speech ' ; ^ 

Expose of Soviet Espionage . . 

Communist Target- -Youth 
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NOTE: Bufiles contain no information Identifiable with correspondent, 
The John Birch Society is allegedly aa anticommunist organization; 
however, Robert Welch, its founder f has stated that the organization 
might take on the appearance of a "front" in order to attract true 
subversives. During the Eisenhower Administration, Welch critized 
the President to the point of calling him a dupe of the communists- 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 



I have read with great interest your book 
entitled "Masters of Deceit" and feel it of the 
utmost importance to fight Communism. 



Mr. Belmotft. 

Mr. Callahan ■ 

r. Conrad.. 
DeLoach, 

Mr. Evans 

Mr. Malone 

Mr. Trotter 

Mr. W.C.SuIliv&ft 

Tele. Room . 

Mr. Ingram 

Miss Gandy 



Recently an organizer for the JohnBirch 
Society visited our small co mmunity r ana snowea us 
sTmost^Torceful anti- Communist film narrated by Mr. 
Robert Welch. Since the Society apparently offers 
a worthwhile study program, I joined. As yet no 
meetings have been called. 

For personal reasons, I cannot afford to 
become involved in anything that could become 
political or discriminatory in nature. I would 
, therefore sincerely appreciate your over-all appraisal 
*.of this group in action. 



INFORMATION Q0NTAIN2D 



Very truly yours 9 



he 

hlC 




PS: By political I mean Republican vs Democrat, 0^ 



or vice-versa. 
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March 1, 1961 
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Thomasville, Georgia 
Dear Mrs. 
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Your letter dated February 20, 1961, and enclo- 
sure have been received. 

Although I would like to be of service, the functions 
and responsibilities of the FBI as a Federal investigative agency 
do not extend to furnishing evaluations or drawing conclusions as 
to the character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope you will 
not infer in this connection either that we do or that we do not have 
data in our files relating to the subject of your inquiry. 

In view of your interest, I am enclosing material 
available for general distribution by this Bureau on the subject of 
communism. 

Sincerely yours, a U J ' 
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John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Self -addressed, stamped envelope forwarded by correspondent 
What You Can Do To Fight Communism 
How To Beat Communism , f 

Series from Christianity Today 
irector's Speech 10-18-60 Communist Tar^t- -Youth 
ess Release 12-22-60 Expose of Soviet Espipnag^ 
^OTE'. Cor respondent enclosed a stampjM, self^cfe^sed envelope too smaJ 
$o utM&l in reply and currently being returned. ^ 
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NOTE (continued) The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist 
organization with branches over the various parts of the country. Our 
field offices have been alerted to watch its activities inasmuch as its 
head, Robert Welch, indicated at one time that he thought a group having 
the appearance of a front organization might be effective in attracting 
true subversives. ''Welch has bitterly attacked the Eisenhower Administration 
; in the past in connection with his writings. 
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Hon* J* Edgar Hoover, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 

Washington* D* C* / f ft s~ 






I am writing to ask you if you will give me 
your opinion of the_ John Btrch Society, which is 
becoming quite active in its work against Communism 
in this section* I know very little about it and 
should like to get some authentic information as 
to its standing and activities* Is it really anti- 
Communist and is It really making any progress in 
its so-called fight against Communism? Is there likely 
to be any danger to its members? 

I shall greatly appreciate the favor if you 
will give me any information that you can about this 
organization* 

Sincerely* - i i 



[ 



Mrs*f 



Thoraasville, Ga# 
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March 2, 1961 
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Rochester 17, New York 
Dear Misk 



MM j / ^ H 4 



Your letter, with enclosure, postmarked 
February 21, 1961, has bees received. I appreciate your kind 
remarks and the Interest which prompted yoa to write. 

I was very glad to have the benefit of your 
observations and comaaeats. Should you receive farther infor- 
mation which you believe woald be of interest to the FBI, please 
feel free to contact Mr. John K. Edwards, Speeial Agent, in Charge 
of our Buffalo Office, located at 400 0. S. Court Seas* Building, 
Buffalo 2, New York. X would lite to point oat that ear investigative 
jurisdiction does apt extend to furnishing evalaattea* or eon meats 
concerning the character or integrity of any ergnftisaiioe, publication 
or individual. I hose yea will not Infer either that ear fi lee do or 
do not contain information regarding this groe#> yea mentioned. 

I am returning the material yo« forwarded since 
you indicated it does not belong to you, together with reprints on 
the general attbject of communism which yon may wish to read* 

Sincerely yours, 




oha Edgar Hoover 
Director 



Trotter 




cures t&) a 

lo - Enclosures (2) 

NTION SAC: Correspondent is not identifiable in Buf iles 
John Birch Society can be found in SAC letter 60-5. 
LEB Introduction Communist Party, USA 

Struggle On A New Plane God and Country or Communism ? 

^ ^f v MkE%fPj® na ® e Correspondent's Enclosure 

SEE NOTE NEXT PAGE 
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NOTE: The John Birch Society is allegedly an antic ommunist organization 
with branches over the various parts of the country. Our field offices 
have been' alerted to watch its activities inasmuch as its head, Robert 
Welch, indicated at one time that he thought a group having the appearance 
of a front organization might be effective in attracting true subversives* 
Welch has, in the past, also attacked former President Eisenhower and 
his Administration in his writings. 
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Rochester 17, N. Y. 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover, 



Our family dentist and friend has become terribly epAhused 
about a certain anti- communist organization in our city. The Johrf'Birch 
Society, n amed after a soldier who was killed in World War n, seems to , 
"be made up of people who are so afraid of communism that they can't 
think rationally . They do not publicize their name, suspiciously enough, 
and distribute disturbing literature. In their efforts to combat communism, 
this society has attacked everyone from Mrs. Roosevelt to Christian Herter 
and are encouraging the impeachment of Earl Warren! I T m positive that 
our dentist, who has been avidly attempting to encourage my parents to 
join, is an innocent person who believes he is devoting his time to a 
worthwhile organization. The real reason my family and I are interested 
is that we fear that the communists themselves are behind this. 



Mr. Hoover, I am seventeen years old, and I have grown 
tremendously interested in foreign policy and the strengthening of 
American prestige abroad. As a young person, perhaps I am inclined to 
be excitable and jump to conclusions. I realize that there must be a great 
number of communists in the United States but I do not believe that as many 
of our public servants could be aiding Russia as this group is intimating. 
Having read some of their literature, I feel that someone is behind this 
organization that is trying to create fear and panic in our country to prevent 
organized and rational action. I have taken one of the articles we have been 
given to send to you. The article by the University of Illinois professor, 
if there is such a person, d^es not belom* to flftey Mease je|id it and if 
you feel that the John BircirSodiely deseWSs b ^ <^ 
your organization, please get in touch with me. My parents f eel tHaftnis 
society is dangerous but they weren't sure what to do about it. If you are 
aware of the existence of this group or if you feel that they are me3r$#R & 1961 
exercising their right of freedom of speech, we shall understand. Thank 
you for your attention and the work you have been doing for our 




Yours truly, 
/s/ 
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Dear Mr. Hoover: 

This past wk. I was shown a photostatic (and 
I asked permission to type it for a copy of my own) copy of the 
above, and decided yoii were the best organization to look into 
this. There is a John^Birch Society in the Redstone- Plenty wood 
Sheridan County area. It is causing a lot of stir around here. 
We don't belong to the society, my husband and I think we can 
"g best serve our country by sending these items into you & working 

§ on the local level here by keeping our school free of communision 

•° by checking our teachers, so we are sure they are all on the 

g level. If you wish to have us continue to do this let us know, if 

.g not we won't trouble you, because you must get millions of 

w letters. 

g Also a big question here is, a woman pays 

o $12. 00 per yr. and a man $24. 00 per year. This money we 

.S are told gets placed in an envelope and sent to headquarters. 

Their goal is a million members, that would be close to would 
be an enormouse amount of money. A book, called the "Blue 

Book" is given to the members, The "Politician" which is 

mentioned must be in circulation among the leaders of the 
Society, because when you hear them talk, their opinion of 
Eisenhower is nil. 

Hope this isn't to much trouble but I feel better 
having sent it on to you. 

Sincerely b7c 



/s/ Mrs. 



Redstone, Montana. 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HT.H2IN IS UilCLACSiiNIED 



You have doubuess. seen -the jrecent-and 
cleverly advertised book entitled What 
We Must Know About Communism by 
Harry and Hanaro Overstreet. It is a 
strange book, 1 cannot take time to an- 
alyse it or to discuss the possible motives 
fur the authors* silence about the most 
important parts or the vast web of sub- 
version that extends from the humblest 
primary school to the highest court In our 
land* Exit I shall limit myself to matters 
thai the Gverstreels ignore or evade. And 
I can give only the most perfunctory sum- 
mary of a few selected aspects of the ter- 
ror that is upon us, 

1 first encountered Communists and 
their allk-s. the "liberal intellectuals," 
when I was a lad in college, and I then 
formed the impression of them that so 
many people of my generation still carry 
in their minds. The pro -Communists 
among my fellows were so childish and 
so ignorant! Many of them, to be sure, 
wtte ghb enough in parroting the phrases 
and arguments they had heard or read, 
but they obviously belonged to ihe group 
that-worked- harcLonly to avoid hard in- 
tellectual work. They talked, and they' 
st-emi'd to brieve. Marxism, a crude and 
absurd superstition that can be taken ser- 
iously by no one who has any knowledge 
at human history and Occidental culture. 

There were also a few members of the^ 
faculty who were obviously pro-Commu- 
n j s i_-remember that this was years and 
years ago, and the college in which I was 
an undergraduate was not so progressive 
as others even at that time— a few mem- 
bers of the faculty, 1 say, but they were 
all teaching the "science*" of "education" 
or some similar bunk that was obviously 
a fraud on the public and an insult to the 
intelligence of an educated man, My 
friends and I thought the Commies, young 
or old, very funny r 

We had all heard, of course, of what 
had happened and was happening in Rus- 
sia, but we did not know then what eve- 
ryone knows now, that the Bolshevik 
butchery in Russia had been organized in 
the United States, financed from ihe 
^Un iled-States- and^-cAttied ou t _ by^g ang^ 
of 1700 disciplined assassins, most of 
whom came from New York City. And in 
any case Russia was-a distant and bar- 
barous country, and nothing could be 
more ludicrous than a suggestion that 
what had happened there could conceiv- 
ably happen^here. . , . 

I spent the war mostly in Washington, 
in the most secret department of the 
Army, and my first shock virtually coin- 
cided with the beginning of my work 
there. One of our basic maxims was this: 
^Bf member that everything thai is known 
In the White House te known In the Krem- 
Jhi.** That was a shock at the time, al- 
though now, of course, everyone who has 
read at all about Communism knows that 
Roosevelt's assistant, LauchUn Cnrrie, a 
counterpart of the more recently infamous 
Sherman Adams, was a Communist agent 
and that he, with a trained corps of at 
least thirty traitors, presided over all the 
'actlvftle* or the White House, 

It was not until later that Harry Hop* 
fclns, the man who dispatched to Moscow 
a]] the plans for the atomic bomb together 
with the materials necessary to manu- 
facture it, moved into the White House to 
supervise the work of treason. 

At that time Washington was full of 
Communists, both domestic and foreign, 
and they had already obtained that com- 
plete control of most of the governmental 
bureaus that they have held ever since 
and progressively increased. It was a mat- 
ter of common knowledge that in many 
of the civilian agencies only persons ap- 
proved by the Communist party could 
hold offices of any responsibility. That is, 
of course, mere commonplace now, and, 
In informed circles, was mere common- 
place then. 

We all know, for example that Con- 
gressman Dies of Texas happened to ob- 
tain photographs of ^part of the Commu- 
nist records which showed that 2,500 
members of just three governmental de- 
partments—State, Justice, and Interior- 
were card-carrying members of the Com- 
munist Party. He took those records to 
President Roosevelt, who, in one of those 
fits of almost insane temper to which he 
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was so frequently subject, screamed out, 
*"Many of my best friends are Commu- 
nists!/' and ordered the Congressman from 
the room. 

It is not so generally known that a pres- 
idential order commanded the Naval In* 
telligence service immediately to cease 
-all inquiry into the activities of Commu- 
nists, whether domestic or alien, and to 
destroy all records concerning Communist 
traitors and spies. 

Washington was in 1942 what it is today 
— a city in which, as one bureaucrat com- 
placently assured me, "you've got to be 
a Communist^ to get any where .A, It was 
even a city in which it was dangerous to 
be an American. I was there during the 
obscene farce— in many ways a tragic 
farce— called the "^Sedition Trial. " Every- 
one J n _Washing ton knew that the one 
purpose oT'this trial was to intimidate 
Americans* Read about it sometime. Thirty 
men and women from all over the counr 
try. most of whom had never even heard 
of one another and who had in common 
only outspoken criticism of Communism, 
were hauled to Washington in hand-cuffs 
and Leg irons, imprisoned in cells kept 
dark :so that they could not read, and 
subjected to the most fantastic trial for 
conspiracy ever conducted outside Russia 
or an admittedly satellite state. 

The presiding Judge, Eicher T who had. 
I understand, been appointed on the de- 
mand of Felix Frankfurter, was one of the 
new breed of Federal judges, that is to 
say, viciously corrupt, and he finally died 
while under impeachment for malfea- 
sance in office. 

■ T he "Assistants-Attorney =Gen er a \n o i. ^th e~ 
U. S, who prosecuted the case was an- 
other protege of Felix Frankfurter, an i 
he was rewarded for his efforts wh"en in 
1950 he went to Russia as the personal 
guest of Stalin. 

The Hungarian revolt provides one of 
the hundreds of bits of evidence that show 
the close cooperation between the Krem- 
lin and the bureaucracy that captured 
Washington under Franklin Roosevelt and 
has been expanding and strengthening it- 
self ever since. 

When the Hungarian ptu^U: apun tenu- 
ously rose in revolt, they were, as several 
refugees have assured me, cozened and 
confused by lying broadcasts from the ra- 
dio station that is so sardonically called 
Radio Free Europe. This station, which, 
as Fulton Lewis has recently shown, is 
stalled largely by Comunbt agents, is 
supported by secret grants from C.I. A., 
our Central Intelligence Agency. It is also 
supported by funds collected every year 
from the American people. That is just a 
bit of Communist humor. They delight in 
tricking Americans into contributing 
money to ostensibly charitable enterprises 
for their own destruction. 

When the Hungarians suffered, and 
died, and begged in vain for help h only 
one nation in Europe dared to offer them 
even a modicum of assistance. That was 
Spain, a nation headed by General Fran- 
cisco Franco, whom the Communist-dom- 
inated press in the United States so regu- 
larly vilifies: Spain agreed to send the 
Hungarians the weapons they most des- 
perately needed, anti-tank guns. S^aLi 
arranged to transport the guns in her own 
planes, and arranged with Germany to 
permit these planes, on their return trip, 
to land to refuel, since the Spanish piques 
could not carry enough gasoline for a 
round trip. Now our Central Intelligence 
Agency* which seems never to be able to 
discover anything to the advantage of tho 
United States, quickly found out about 
the Spanish plan to help the Hungarians. 

The C.l.A transmitted the information 
to our State Department, which immedi- 
ately went interaction: and brought very 
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strong pressure to bear on the German 
government to cancel the permission that 
had been given for the Spanish planes to 
reiuel on their return journey, Thus was 
Washington able to save the Russians 
considerable inconvenience during tieir 
massacre of the Hungarians. 

The Central Intelligence Agency is an 
urganizatinn so secret that oven our sen- 
ators are not allowed to know anything 
of its operations. But, as was recently dis- 
closed in National Review* the head of 
any section of this agency has full power 
to employ even persons whose Commu- 
nist records are in the files of the F.B.I. 
The agency has undoubtedly undergone 
progressive change in thepast nine years. 
It was in June, t$49 5 you will remember, 
that Admiral HilJcnkoetier, who wa:. then 
head of the agency, received an inquiry 
from Senator MeCarran concerning one 
hundred new appointee? to the United 
Nations staff, Admiral HillcnkoctUr re- 
plied that according to a preliminary 
check of his records, 29 of these ap- 
pointees were officers In the Communis 
Party and that £2 others were known 
members of the Russian espionage system. 
Admiral Hillenkoetter was immediately 
transferred to a desolate outpost in the 
Pacific. This was, of course, but one of the 
many incidents by which our army and 
navy officers have been shown that they 
dare not do anything that would displease 
our Communist conspirators, 

I trust that you have not overlo j k;d 
the latest triumph of what may fairly be 
called the Washington-Moscow Axis. The 
Batista government in Cuba was not. to 
be sure, a perfect government, bu: it 
p robsbly was a s -good a go vemmcn t _ a s . 
one could ever reasonably expect to find 
in an island largely populated by mon- 
grels. Batista , however, had committed 
the one sin that is unforgiveable in the 
eyes of the people who call themselves 
our "liberal intellectuals": he was an en- 
emy of Communism, Not only was he a 
reliable ally of the United States, but he 
had even gone so far as to sever diplo- 
matic relations with Russia, an act which 
greatly embarrassed our State Depart- 
ment. It was clear, therefore, that he must 
be eliminated. Accordingly the revolt led 
by Fidel Castro was organised. You will 
recall that some of the preparations for It 
were quite openly made In Florida. 

Now although Castro thought it worth 
while to say that he is not himself a mem- 
ber of the Communist Party, his principal 
assistants Including his brother, were 
notorious Communists, and no reasonable 
person, even slightly acquainted with 
Latin- American affairs, could ever have 
doubted that the Castro revolt was a 
Communist operation Intended primarily 
to secure bases for the many Russian sub- 
marines which are constantly cruising 
along our Atlantic Coast, and to permit 
the establishment of rocket bases within 
one hundred miles or American soil. 

During the progress of his takeover in 
Cuba, Castro received supplies from Rus- 
sian submarines, and, of course, vast 
quantities (rom the United States. The 
shipments from Florida were, of course, 
technically smuggled to him, but oddly- 
enough our government was never able 
to intercept them. 

But even with this help Castro would 
have failed but for the energetic inter- 
vention of our StaCe Department. The 
technique used is, of course, a standard 
procedure and should be quite familiar 
to al^ of us by now. 

You will recall that when General 
George Marshall was sent to China to ar- 
range for the Communist occupation of 
that country, he was able to accomplish 
his mission by simply cutting off from 
General Chiang Kai-Shek the supplies of 
ammunition that he needed (or his sol- 



dier's rifles, which were all. of criurw^ ui 
American manufacture. 8150,000.000 worth : 
of ammunition on ships that were about - 
la land was simply dumped In the ocean, ■ 
and, of course, no further shipments iv^rt, 
made. Thus fhiang Kai-Sheks men could ; 
not u*e even their rifles, \n say nothing f 
of machine guns and artillery, and he had [ 
to retreat before the Communist invader*, j 
who had been equipped with the huge j 
Japanese stores of weapons and munition* j 
that we had turned over to them Jn Man-' j 
ehuria. 

Following this established paucrn. our 
State Department cut off all supplies of 
ammunition to the small army of Colonel 
Batista in Cuba, which was. of course, 
equipped with weapons purchased ir\ th^ 
United States. Even ammunition that Ba- 
tista had bought and already paid for ^as. 
confiscated on the docks. It seems quite 
clear that Batista's men did not. desert; 
they simply had nothing to shoot. , 

You will also remember that while tbt 
great betrayal in China was under way 
under the direction of such eminent fig- 
ures as General Marshall and Professor 
Owen Lattimore, the controlled press in 
this country was-filled with propaganda _ 
to the effect that Chiang Kai-Shek was^j 
a scoundrel, and that the Co^munisi^ in 
China were just innocent - agrarian re- ! 
formers." t 

The same technique is, of course, how 
being used. The press is once again filled 
with manufactured reports of the pa 51 
iniquities of Batista, and with glowing 
accounts of Fidel Castro as an "agrarian 
reformer" and the "George Washington of 
Cuba/' . . . 

As soon as the Russians have built their 
submarine bases and set up the launching 
fields for ballistic missiles in Cuba, our 
State Department will no doubt again tell 
us: "*Oops' We were mistaken. But nou 
that launching sites for atomic missiles 
have been set up within one hundred 
miles of the United States, war is un- 
thinkable, ain*t it?" 

By the way, you will probably witness 
in the next few months the destruction 
or our only remaining ally (n the Carlb- 
bcan^— our only-certain ally south of Can- - 
ada 4 the Itofninlcan Republic* That Vas. 
to my mind, clearly forecast by the Galin- 
dei affair three years ago, but it has nr*w 
been made quite certain by our recent 
official proclamation, Issued over the 
name of President Elsenhower, to the ef* 
feet that we look with great disapproval 
upon "dictators" such as General Trujlllo 
The Communist underground' is our real 
danger, and no one can accurately meas- 
ure its total strength. Its members all 
vociferously deny that they are Cvmmu- 
nists. and they are so organized that when 
everything is working properly no one 
conspirator can positively identify more 
than five of his accomplices, Louis Budcni 
recounts with wry humor that when he 
had worked himself far enough up in the 
Communist Party to become managing 
editor of the Daily Worker and a member 
of the official party's national executive 
council, he began to fancy himself a per- 
son of some importance, until one of his 
superiors remarked dryly, "Son. all that 
you have seen is iust the periscope of the 
submarined ' * - * 

On 3 March 195B Congressman Francis 
Walter published a report that "the 
Kremlin has succeeded In tnlbtin?. at a 
conservative estimate, more than a million 
Americans. . , , There are at this momeni 
the equivalent of some twenty combat 
divisions of enemy troops on American* 
soil . . . troops that are loyal only to the 
Soviets." In other words, you are now 
living in a country that has been partK 
occupied. Unless the American people 
now make a desperate effort to save them- 
selves, they will, within lour years, i 
think, find themselves in the position of 
the Hungarians when they made their 
frantic effort to regain their freedom three 
years ago, 

(Professor Oliver's speech will be con- 
cluded next month with the background 
of the Communist Party in America from 
1872 to the present time— giving startling 
Information on Communist infiltration In 
one of the largest departments of our 
Federal Government.) 
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(Continued from May lt*u«) 

* In'sWashingt^n it was— and Is— easy to 
meet Communists; in fact, what is difficult 
is to avoid meeting them. I tried to take 
advantage of the opportunity to observe 
the vermin socially. And I have been ob- 
serving them ever since. 

There are two basic facts that one mud 
bear in mind when one tries to under- 
stand Communists. 

First, all the talk about an "ideological 
struggle" is mostly nonsense. No Commu- 
nist, except gullible college boys and other 
children, really believes in the doctrine 
of socialism. Marx's absurd theories are 
merely a propaganda device, a means to 
an end. The intellectual processes of the 
Communist have been well explained by 
Czeslaw Milosz in his Captive Mind, and 
by Gerhart Niemeyer in his Inquiry into 
the Soviet Mentality, but they were best 
epitomized by Duane Thorin. 

This young American, who had some- 
how escaped brain-washing in his high 
school and college, was taken prisoner in 
Korea and interrogated for months by the 
Chinese Communists who sought to con- 
" vert him. He received some attention from 
a really important Communist official, 
and his native shrewdness enabled him 
to see that the Communists who make the 
decisions had only contempt for their in- 
feriors who really believed the Marxist 
propaganda. As Thorin neatly puts it: 
w Intellects-that failed. to see through the 
falsities of Communism were so arrested 
that they were of only limited use -in the 
totalitarian state." 

It is quite incorrect,* therefore, to say 
of a Communist, unless you mean that he 
is a fool, that he believes in Communism. 
Communism is not a theory in which men 
may believe; It is a conspiracy in which 
men participate. So far as Communism 
has an intellectual basis, that basis may 
be found in the doctrine, not of Karl Marx, 
but of John Dewey. The Communist is the 
perfect Pragmatist; he is a Nihilist; he be- 
lieves that there is no such thing as truth. 
He repudiates and hates all the traditions 
and culture of the Past; there is no truth, 
there is-no value in the world but the 
satisfaction of his own whims arid" appe- 
tites, whatever they may be. Intellectual- 
ly speaking, he is a beast— perhaps the 
lowest and most dangerous of all beasts. 

Perhaps the neatest illustration of the 
intellectual processes of a Communist and 
the jargon that he loves to use will be 
found in comments made to me by a uni- 
versity president some time ago. I had 
happened to mention the old ideal of 
scholarship and learning: disinterested 
pursuit of truth. I thought that he would 
at least pay lipservice to this ideal, but 
he interrupted m** imperiously. 

"There is no truth but social truth," he 
said. 

, **And what," I asked, "is social truth?" 

He replied quite simply: "It is what it 
is expedient for a society to tell its mem- 
bers." 

"And who," I asked, "determines what 
story it is expedient to tell the suckers f* 
, He smiled. "WE do." 
. Now I cannot be certain that the man 
in question was a member of the Commu- 
nist underground, but the reasoning that 
he employed is that of the Communist 
, mind. There is no truth; there is only 
expediency. Truth, in other words, is lies. 
; But intellectual nihilism, the repudiation 
of all concepts of truth, justice, humanity, 
I: not sufficient to explain the terrible 
energy of the Communist conspiracy. That 
energy is emotional: it is a lust, a craving, 
a passion. I had my first glimpse of this 
passion early in my days in Washington. 

I met a young man who had just come 
into the army. He looked like an amiable 
college boy, and, as a matter of fact, he 
had been graduated from law school only 
two or three years before. He had been 
working for the Labor Relations Board, 
and he enthusiastically described to hie 
the way in which he and his colleagues 
would raid small American corporations 
that were inclined to be recalcitrant, seize 
their books and cart them off, ostensibly 
for the purpose of photographing them, 
but actually to force the company, par- 
alyzed by the loss of its records, to sub- 
mit. I was a little shocked, and I asked, 
"Lieutenant, didn't it seem to you that 
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you were violating the constitutional 
rights of American business men?" He 
was a young man, and he answered 
promptly, "Rights? Why, they're capital- 
ists. When we stand them up against a 
wall, we will shoot them in the belly: they 
die longer that way/ 1 

That was how I first came to suspect 
the real orientation of Communist minds, 
but only after years of observation, and 
with help 'from the illuminating analysis 
by Denis de Rougemont, did I realize that 
the young man was exceptional only in 
the readiness with which he let slip the 
mask. The true Communist, whatever dis- 
guise he may- wear when he moves among 
you, is, in the literal and exact meaning 
of the English word, a thug, that is, a man 
who has made a religion of murder. 

He is driven by an overwhelming lust 
to destroy and uproot, to annihilate civil- 
ization, to kill— and even more than that, 
to make decent men and women suffer, to 
degrade them to the level of animals. And 
he will work constantly, tirelessly, with 
infinite cunning for his ideal: The day 
when he will drag you from your home, 
kick in your teeth, crack your ribs, and 
throw you into a slave-labor camp where 
you will drag out the rest of your life in 
a degradation that you have never imag- 
ined even in nightmares. That is what he 
yearns for. Economic and social theories 
are merely a disguise to befuddle suckers. 

In 1872, when the headquarters of the 
international Communist conspiracy were 
openly and officially transferred to New 
York City, there were only a few hundred 
people in the United States who were in- 
"spfrecl by this" bloodlustrBm> they went 
work, patiently, doggedly, and with vici- 
ous cunning, to extend their tentacles over 
the entire nation. They went underground. 
By 1876 practically all of the members, 
including, of course, the new recruits, had 
been instructed to conceal their member- 
ship and deny that they were Communists; 
to penetrate existing American organiza- 
tions, and to help one another attain po- 
sitions of influence and power in those 
organizations; to work for the Communist 
goal under the guise of "social reform" 
and "democracy." This is, of course, the 
basic strategy that has been followed ever 
since. 

By 1907 the Communists were strong 
enough to organize a wing of the party 
that operated openly under the leader- 
ship of a criminal named William Z. Fos- 
ter. One of Foster's closest associates and 
advisers, in 1907 or soon thereafter, was 
Felix Frankfurter, an immigrant who had 
wormed his way into the post of secretary 
to the Secretary of War in the cabinet of 
President Howard Taft. 

By 1910 the first big Communist cell 
was planted in an American university — 
Harvard, of course. So far as I have been 
able to learn, the famous cells in Teachers 
College of Columbia University were not 
organized until somewhat later. 

By 1917 the Communist conspiracy in 
the United States was strong enough di- 
rectly to affect the policies of the Ameri- 
can government. As everyone knows, the 
Communist seizure of power in Russia 
was carried out by criminals trained in 
the United States. A whole shipload of 
this vermin was sent from New York City 
under the command of a butcher named 
Leib Bronstein, who became famous under 
one of his many aliases, Leon Trotsky. 
This ship was intercepted by the British 
Navy aVid taken to Halifax, but a vigorous 
protest from President Wilson forced the 
British to release this shipment of human 
germs and escort it to Russia. 

The pressure on Wilson doubtless came 
from several sources, but the most impor- 
tant seems to have been a banker named 
Jakob Schiff, who had been the financial 



manager of Wilson's presidential cam- 
paign, and whose banking house, Kuhn, 
Loeb & Co., had more than a year earlier 
deposited in Swedish banks $50,000,000 in 
. the name of Trotsky and another degener- 
ate whose true name and early career has 
never been satisfactorily ascertained but 
who is known to history as Nikolai Lenin. 

In 1918 Felix Frankfurter was publicly 
denounced by former President Theodore 
Roosevelt as an accomplice of Lenin and 
Trotsky. He accordingly retired from the 
American government to a professorship 
in Harvard University, where he settled 
down to train two generations of traitors 
and slip them into positions of responsi- 
bility in Washington or into law schools 
throughout the nation. Alger Hiss was but 
one of the hundreds whom Frankfurter 
prepared for their important tasks. 

I have mentioned these dates primarily 
to remind you of the great progress thai 
the Communist conspiracy made before 
1919, when they decided to set up an offi- 
cial political party headed again by Wil- 
liam Z. Foster. This official party, the seg- 
ment of the conspiracy that is openly 
displayed, has never been large. It prob- 
ably has never had over 90,000 card-car- 
rying members at any one time. It has 
served on the one hand as a recruiting 
and testing agency to enlist talented con- 
spirators who, after they had proven their 
worth and ability, could quietly be trans- 
ferred to one or another division of the 
underground, and it has served on the 
other hand as a shield to mask and facili- 
tate the work of the part of the apparatus 



r e n 1 I y promoting another Communist 
scneine to enlist the services of well- 
meaning dupes under the guise of "social 
good.' The current agitation about Men- 
tal Health was begun by the World Health 
Organization who^e president was that 
ubiquitous traitoi. Alger Hiss. It is spon- 
sored in this country by the National As- 
sociation for Mental Health, whose direc- 
tor. Julius Schrieber. refused to tell .a 
Congressional committee whether or not 
he was a Communist on the grounds that 
his answer might incriminate him. , - 
But the greatest promotion is. of course, 
done with your money by the Department 
of Health. Education, and Welfare. In this 
one department, according to Herbert 
Philbrick, an agent of the F.B.I, who 
spent nine years in the Communist party, 
you will find fully one-third of the top 
echelon of Communist conspirators in this 
country. Note, please, that he does not say 
that one-third of the people in the De- 
partment are Communists. On the con- 
trary, observers in Washington estimate 
that 75% to 80% of the responsible offi- 
cers are conspirators. 

Philbrick's point is that of the whole 
top echelon of international criminals,, 
one-third have chosen to place themselves 
in that one department. That's a lot of 
rotten eggs to put in one basket, but the 
statistic will help you undei'stand Why 
this department needs S3. 1 39.7 19.000 for 
its "minimal" operations next year. 

I have said enough, I think, to .suggest^ 
how desperate our situation is. Our an- 
cestors were never confronted by a dan- 
ger so terrible and so Immediate. 

But r permit myself to see some hope. 
As the huge sale of the Overstreet book 
shows, the American people, who watched 
in a narcotic apathy, induced by the press 
and the radio, while the Communist con- 
spiracy struck down the late Senator 
Joseph McCarthy, are at last becoming 
faintly aware of their danger. Some 
people everywhere have been made un- 
easy by such outrageous exhibitions of 
Communist confidence as the use of para- 
troopers to overawe Americans who 
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Communism by reforming their legal and 
economic system along Communist lines 
at home, and by taxing themselves to 
finance Communist governments 
abroad. ... 

Now these foreign events, although, of 
course, designed to weaken further our 
military position, are, in the Communist 
plans, strictly subordinate to the great 
program of internal subversion. This also 
has its center in Washington. Let me call 
your attention to one detail that you may 
not have noticed. We have all read about 
the president's so-called "economy" bud- 
get, and the loud yammering in Congress 
for increased expenditures, which is, of 
course, primarily a means of making fool- 
ish Americans think they have gained 
something if merely the crippling burden 
of that "economy" budget is dumped on 
their backs. Taxation has always been 
one or the primary instruments of the 
. Communist conspiracy. You may remem- 
ber the famous remark that is attributed 
to Harry Hopkins, I know not how accu- 
rately: "We have to bleed the American 
pigs dry before we butcher them." 

But in this "economy" budget one 
should note which department of govern- 
ment was granted the largest increase. It 
is the Department of Health, Education, 
and Welfare, which, in this budget, is 
granted a total outlay of $3,139,719,000— 
an increase of one billion dollars over 
1954. Now this is the agency that is spend- 
ing its money to promote such things as 
fluoridation of public water supplies. 

By the way, you are here on the scene 
of one of their great triumphs, probably 
a triumph obtained by lavish expendi- 
tures from the Federal treasury. The un- 
fortunate people of Chicago were ordered 
by the little dictator in their city hall to 
drink water contaminated with sodium 
fluoride, and they are now drinking it, 
and are not even allowed to express their 
own opinion by a vote. 

The Department of Health, Education, 
and Welfare is also the agency that is cur- 



against* taxes that are imposed ostensibly 
for "welfare" and "progress." but in real- 
ity merely to bleed dry what Hopkins 
called "the American pigs." Farmers are 
rejecting the bribes offered them by the 
commissars, and resenting governmental : 
terrorism. And what is even more lm- ' 
portant, on the local level in many a com- ' 
in unity people are becoming aware of the 
real purposes behind such things as re- 
K i o n a 1 planning, fluoridation, "mental 
health," "counselling programs" in the 
scnouts, and the mau> other Local activi- 
ties that serve the Communist purpose of * 
persuading the boobs to fasten on them- 
selves their own chains. 

I know of no more clear and concise 
program for Americans than that which 
you set forth in the magnificent set of 
resolutions adopted last April by your 
Continental Congress. I may say that 1^' 
first permitted myself to hope when 1 read 
those resolutions in the pages of the 
American Mercury, a magazine which, by 
the way, the Communist conspiracy, 
through its control of the distributing 
agencies, has succeeded in barring from 
most of the nation's newsstands. 

Remember that the tentacles of the con- 
spiracy reach into your home town, where 
its puppets are promoting fluoridation, 
"mental health," and innumerable other 
plans to accustom us to gradually increas- 
ing slavery and intimidation. On these 
issues also you have in your resolutions 
given Americans a program tor action. 

Take that program and act by it in all 
matters, national -or local. IMake your 
voice heard. Each one of you belongs to 
a club or a social circle. Speak out; tell 
Americans of their danger. I ask you for 
courage and resolution: you have dis- 
played them as an organization; now dis- 
play them as individuals in the commu- 
nity to which you belong. 

This may, I know, entail some sacrifice. 
But our ancestors risked their lives and. 
their honor to create this nation. Is it too 
much to ask us to risk our lives, if neces- 
sary, to recapture it from our enemies? 
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Dr. 



The Wooster Clinic 
1740 Cleveland Road 
Wooster, Ohio 



Dear Dr. 



hi: 



>■ t r 



Your letter of February 22, 1961, has been 
received, and I am pleased tfaat you have found my articles 
of interest. Tour grave concern over communism is under- 
standable, and I am enclosing stme material which you may 
wish to read. 
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Although I -would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or Integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am tmable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 





Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



Enclosures (6) 

17th National Convention, CPUS A & 3-60 LEB Introduction 
Communist Party, USA 
One Nation's. Response to Communism 
Director's Spee.chbtf: 10-18-60 
The Communists Are After Our Minds 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 
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Letter to Dr 



NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable In Buf lies. 
The John Birch Society is ajifcgedly an anticommunist organization; 
however, Robert Welch, its founder, has stated that the Society 
might take on the appearance of a "front" in order to attract true 
subversives. During the Eisenhower Administration, Welch criticized 
the President to the point of calling him a dupe of the communists. 
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Mr 0 Jo Edgar Hoover 

Director " ' * 

Department of the FBI 
W ashington , D 0 C 0 

Dear Mr. Hoovers 

I am very interested in doing what I can 
to alert my friends to the danger of Inter- 
national Communism 0 I have enjoyed your articles, 
and have passed many of the re-prints, especially 
those that appear in The Reader 1 s Digest , on to 
my friends o 

Lately I havajieard of an organization 
known as The J^^^^^^^oo^^^jl^ that seems to 
be directe3*T3^^ Massachusetts. 
From what I have been able to find out, this 
seems to be a very worthwhile organization with 
the same general principles. ■ * 5 



I wonder if you are familiar with this 
organization and would be kind enough to advise 
me of its objectives 2 
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Mr. 



Sun Oil Company 
Post Off ice Box 850 
Jackson, Mississippi 
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Dear Mr. 



Your letter of February 23, 1961, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted you to write is v 
appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any orgsjstzation, publication or 
individual. I hope that you will net infer in this connection 
either that we do or that we do not have data in our files relat- 
ing to the subject of your inquiry. 

Enclosed U some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 



Sincerely yours, 
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John Edgar Hoover yjj-'^ \ 
Director 



Letter to Mr 



Enclosures *■ 

i7th National Convention, CPUSA & 3-60 LEB Introduction 

Communist Party, USA 

One Nation's Response to Cammupism 

Director's Speech of 10-18-60 

The Communists Are After Our Minds 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 

NOTE: The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist organization; 
however, Robert Welch, its founder, has stated that the Society 
might take on the appearance of a Vfront" in order to attract true 
subversives. During the Eisenhower Administration, Welch criticized 
the President to the point of Culling him a dupe of the communists. 

No record identifiable with correspondent. Bufiles indicate prior cordial 
correspondence with onel I 

Jin Chester, Pennsylvania. ■ 
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P. O. BOX 28SO 

DALLAS 21, TEXAS 

P. 0. Box 850 

,y Jackson, Mississippi 

February 23, 1961 




United States Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Office of John Edgar Hoover 
Washington, D. C* 



Dear Sirs: 



I am interested in the John Birch Society * Its goals and interests 
appear to be in the interest of freedom as opposed to communism and an /] 
over socialization of our country. I have no method of investigating lit 
nor judging said society and am desirous of knowing whether the organi- 
zation is affiliated with any known communist organization or has 
promoted anything considered subversive or unAmerican* 

I would appreciate a synopsis of the opinions and findings of 
Federal Bureau of Investigation on the John Birch Society. 

Thank you very much for your time and consideration* 

Sfocgrely, 
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be 
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SLB 5 Jr* 
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Mrs. 



hi 
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Montgomery, Alabama 
Dear Mrs. 



Your letter d***d February 22, 1881, has been 
received. It was kind ol you to comment favorably On our 
pamphlet entitled "Communist Target— Youth," and I want to ' 
thank you sincerely for your best wishes, ~~s 

In view of your interest, I am enclosing other 
material on the general subject of communism available for £ -B 
general distribution by the FBI. , ~. % 

■ ■ • • • ' ' . ' r*^ < r> " " 2*6 

j " "muih 'is" 7 ' ~\ • Sincerely yours, . o «. 



j- Edgar Hoover 



Enclosures (7) (L isted after note) 
NOTE: One MrsJ 



] Washington, D« C. ^ telephonically contacted the Director's 



Office in February 1954, relative to a personal problem involving her 
divorce from her husband* (66 T 212Q-5963) No other references located 
which might be identifiable with correspondent. Correspondent's 
address verified by telephone directory check* 



What You Can Do To Fight Communism ^ 
How To Beat Communism 1 
DCL:mb Series from Christianity Today 
(3) " , v Director's Speech 10-18-60 : 

" Press Release 12-22-60 : 
One Nation's Response to Communism 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 
y 
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Feb* 22, 1961 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
F. B.I. 
Washington 
D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover, 

I should like to congratulate you on the 
excellence of your report in the pamphlet "Communist 
Target - Youth. " It needs much publicity. 

My highest regards to you for years of 
good work for American 



Sincerely, 



be 

b7C 



/s/ 



1L 
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INCE 



March 6, 1961 



Mr. 



Midland, Texas 
Dear Mr. 



3Kj 



received. 



Tour letter dated February 23, 1961, has been 



Toison 



TroELer . 

W + C. Sullivan 
Tele* Room _ 

Gar>d 



Although I would like to be of service, infor- 
mation in FBI files is confidential and available for official 
use only, due to regulations 4f the Department of Justice. 
The functions and responsibilities of this Bureau as a Federal 
investigative agency, furthermore, do not extend to furnishing 
evaluations or drawing conclusions as to the character or 
integrity of any organization, publication or individual. 

I regret that I am unable to help you and hope 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subjects of your 
inquiries. 

In view of your interest, I am enclosing material 
on the subject of communism available for general distribution 
by the FBI. 




Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoove: 
Director 



Enclosures (6) 1 ^ \\ r ; 

3-60 LEB Introduction & 17th Convention 
One Nation's Response to Communism 

The Communist Menace and God & Country or Communism? 
tg^ejvpe unit □ (Enclosures and note continued next page) 
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Mr, 



3-6-61. 



Enclosures (6) continued: 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 
Communist Target—Youth 



NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. Robert Welch, 
head of the John Birch Society, has been bitter in attacks upon the 
Eisenhower Administration, and our field offices have been alerted 
to watching the activities of his group 

It has been necessary on several occasions to admonish 
Myron C. Fagan, national director of the Cinema Educational Guild, 
Inc* , for his use of the Bureau*s name in furthering the sensational- 
type literature his group disseminates. He also has implied that he 
has had access to our files* 

America* s Future^ Inc;, has not been investigated by 
the Bureau, and John T. Flynn, its head, is a veteran writer and 
lecturer on anticommunism. He was affiliated with the America . 
First Committee during World War n. (62-60629) 

Correspondent's inquiry regarding impeachment of 
Chief Justice Earl Warren is probably submitted since some of 
Myron C. Fagan's leaflets have urged such impeachment* 
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February 23, 1961 



F. B. I. 

Washington, D. C. 
Gentlemen: 

Could you please send me a letter giving me some 
information on : 



The John Birch Society 
also; 

Cinema Educational Guild, Inc. 
P. O. Box 46205, Cole Branch 
Hollywood 46, California 
also on; 

America 1 s Future, Inc. 

542 Main Street 

New Rochelle, New York 



And, I hope this is not asking to much, some information about 
the impeachment proceedings being brought against Chief Justice 
Earl Warren, is it a subversive movement? 

Thank you very much. This information would be 
very informing and helpful as I am a senior in High School and 
would like to know more about each. 



Thank you, 



/s/ 



b6 
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Midland, Texas 
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March 6, US61 



Mrs. 



Parsons 

Mohr . 

Belmont 

Callahan 

Conrad 

De Loach 

Evans _ 

Mat cue 

Rosen 

Tav*i — „™_ 

Trotter 

W + C. SniJivon . 

Tele. Room 

Ingram — 
Gandy 



Burlington, Wasnfrjgloir 



bc". 



Dear Mrs, 



V 



Your letter postmarked February 23, 1961, 
has been received, and your Wad comment about the work of 
this Bureau is indeed appreciated. 



Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organisation, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 

Enclosed is some literature dealing -with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. - - 
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Smcerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Letter to Mrs. 



Enclosures 

17th National Convention, CPUSA * 3-60 LEB Introduction 

Communist Party, USA 

One Nation's Response to Communism 

Director's Speech of 10-18-60 

The Communists Are After Our Minds 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 



NOTE: Bufiles reflects limfted cordial correspondence with Mrs. 

The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist organization; 
however, Robert Welch, its founder, has stated that the Society 
might take on the appearance of a "front" in order to attract true 
subversives. During the Eisenhower Administration, Welch criticized 
the President to the point of calling him a dupe of the communists. 



Mrs. 



Burlington, 
Wash. 
Feb. 23, 1 950 

Mr. J. E. Hoover, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir, 

Could you give me any information on "The 
John Birch Society"?" 



I do wish to thank you again for your efficient 



bo 
hlC 



taskforce. 



Sincerely, 
/s/ Mrs. 



P.S, I would appreciate any material you can sgsje on Communism. 
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March 1, 1961 



Mrs. 



uelaware, Ohio 
Dear Mrs. 



been received. 



Your letter dated February 18, 1961, has 



_ XJ Although I woald like to be of service, the 

functions and responsibilities of the FBI as a Federal 
investigative agency do not extend to furnishing evaluations 
or drawing conclusions as to the character or integrity of 
any organization, publication or individual. I regret that 
I am unable to help you and hope you will not infer in this 
connection either that we do or that we do not have data 
in our Hies relating to the subject of your inquiry. 

fo view of your interest, I am enclosing 
material currently available for general distribution by 
the FBI relating to communissn 




Sincerely yours, 
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Mohr 
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W.C. Sullivan 
Tele* Room 
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Enclosures (6) ,. ... * 
What You Can Do To fight Communism 
, Series from. Christianity Today 
^Jflflf How to beat Communism 

The Communists Are ' After Our Minds 
One^'Nation's Response to Communism 
Communist Target —Youth 

: ujiir I | 



Joh* »dgar Hoove r 
Director 



^ fttf TV* 





4 



NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. The John Birch Society 
was founded by Robert Welch of Belmont, Massachusetts. It is allegedly 
an anticommunist organization; however, Welch has stated that the Society 
might take on the appearance of a "front" in or.d^r that it might attract true 
subversives v During the Eisenhower Administration, Welch was openly 
critical of the President, his book, "The Politicion* " A vicious attack on 
Eisenhower even accused the President of being a dupe of the communists. 
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Feb. 18, 1961 



Dear Sirs: 



There is an organization called "The John Birch 
Society ." L would appreciate any information you may have on 
file in regard to the society being an anti -communist movement 
and also would you identify John Birch. 

Feb. 17, i n Delaware, Ohio , there was a meeting of 

M. D. There were 100 



the society at the home of [ 



people present. I tried to go in place of a friend but couldn't because 
n njymame hadn't been submitted and I didn't have a writt en invitation to 
present at the door. The speaker was Rev. 
minister. His topic was "Socialism and the 
statements follow. 



■b6 
b7C 



BlEIe 7 



a Baptist 
"Some of his 



Communists. 



Franklin D. Roosevelt was a Communist. 
Mrs. Roosevelt doesn't neally want peace. 



Mr. Eisenhower did nothing for 8 yrs. to stop Commvmi^m^ 



of the ministeisactive in the Council of Churches %re/ 



Dag Hammarskjold is a Communist. The Russians are 
yelling wolf so we anti-communists will want Hammarskjold to stay active 
£fh in the UiuN. 



Rev. Qxman, head of the Methodist Church, is a Communist. 
This is a Methodist town. 



After all his warning he said there is nothing we can do 
about Communists and their activities because our future jls predicted in the 

Bible. BEi n 44- to4~m£j^ 



\ Am I right in assuming thiStisipossibly^Communist 

i | r , movement rather than an anti -Communist one? What is your advice. Any 

\f in ^ ormation y° u can sen( * me be greatly^ag^reciateiaf^~ 
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/s/ 



Mrs. 
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March 6, 1B61 



Mrs. 

Monticeno, ueorgia 



Dear Mrs. 



Your letter of February 22, 1961, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciated. 



Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organisation, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am wnable to help you and hope that 
you will not inTer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subjects of your 
inquiry. 



Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 
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Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Letter to Mrs. 



Enclosures 

17th National Convention, CPUSA & 3-60 LEB Introduction 
Communist Party, USA 
One Nation's Response to Communism 
Director's Speech of 10-18-60 
The Communists Are After 04* Minds 
. Expose of Soviet Espionage . 

NOTE: The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist organization; 
however, Robert Welch, its founder, has stated that the Society 
might take on the appearance of a ^ont" in order to attract true 
subversives. During the Eisenhower Administration, Welch criticized 
the President to the point of calling him a dupe of the communists. 

Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. Howard D. Smoot, Former SA, 
resigned following censure, pretention and transfer due to several unfounded 
charges made by him against his SAC, and due to his dereliction in not 
apprising the Bureau of certain matters. He was not recommended for 
reinstatement. (67-263689) 



- 2 - * 




TRUE COPY 



Monticello, Ga. 
Feb. 22, 1961. 



Hon. J. Edgar Hoover, 
Fed. Bureau of Investigation 
Washington D. C. 

Dear Sir, 

I would like to know the rating given, Dan Smoot, 
P. O.^ox 9611, Lake wood Station, Dallas 14 Texas and The 
John JB iirch Society which I understand originated in Houston 
Texas. Would you consider them worthy organiz atons to work 
with in the task of helping to understand Communism at work 
in our country? 



Thanking you I am 



yours sincerely, 



Hi 



be 

b7C 



(Mrs. 



Monticello, Ga. 
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arch 7, 1981 



Midland, Texas 
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Dear Mrs. 



Al.-" 



Your letter of February 20, 1961, with enclosure, . 
has been received, and the interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciated. ■ - ■ " 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI is an 
investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as such, does 
not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the character or 
integrity of any organization, publication or individual. I regret 
that I am unable to help you and hope ttot you will not infer in this 
connection either that we do or that we do not have data in our f iles 
relating to the subject of your inquiry. I can assure you that I have 
never sanctioned this organization. 

As a matter of policy, I am unable to comment 
regarding the pamphlet which you forwarded with your communication. 
I hope you will understand my position. Enclosed is some material 
dealing with the general subject of cojiuoaunism which may be of 
interest to you, and I am returning the pamphlet which you forwarded. 
Thank you for bri nging it to my attention. 



miim. as 
MAR7- 1561 



Sincerely yours, 

JL Edgar Hoover 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Mrs. 



Enclosures (7) 

17th National Convention, CPUSA & 3-60 LEB Intro, 

One Nations Response to Communism 

Series from M Christianity Today" 

Director's speech of 10-18-60 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 

Communist Target — Youth 

Correspondent's enclosure 

NOTE: No record could ^located in Bufiles identifiable with 
correspondent. Th e John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist 
organization; however, Robert Welch, its founder, has stated that the 
Society might take on the appearance of a "front" in order to attract 
true subversives. During the Eisenhower Administration, Welch 
criticized the president to the point of calling him a dupe of the 
communists. Enclosure was a pamphlet published by "The Independent 
American'/ New Orleans, Louisiana, self-described as a national 
Conservative newspaper. The pamphlet was3 entitled "'Rigged* High 
School Debates Promote World Government" 
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Midland, Texas 
February 20, 1961 



be 

b7C 



Dear Mr. Hoover, 

Several weeks ago a friend and neighbor invited me to 
look over several pamphlets and papers that were distributed to the 
members of the "John Birch for America" group. I believe the 
title is accurate. I am writing to you because its members refer 
to the group as being the only such group to have the sanction of 
J. Edgar Hoover and the F. B. I. The purpose of the group is the 
fight against communism. 

I have enclosed a pamphlet that has been distributed 
in the high school. My daughter is a debate student and a very good 
one I might add. The article is in my estimation a condemnation of 
the United Nations and ignorant of debate procedure at least as it 
applies to this area. There are statements in this pamphlet that 
deeply disturb me. I'm upset to think that in these days of world 
tension when our President is urging strong support of the United 
Nations as our bulwark against communist aggression that such 
literature is being placed in the hands of adults much less those of our 
high school students. 



A few weeks ago as a sponsor of a Tri-Hi-Y group 
I was present when our group was invited by a Hi-Y group to hear its 
guest speaker, who was giving a talk about communism. She was intro- 
duced as being an authority on the subject, but then all of a sudden here 
in Midland we 1 ve a flood of such authorities. At the close of her talk 
she asked for questions. My daughter immediately plunged into the 
topic of the United Nations. When her questions demanded logical 
answers, the speaker closed the discussion by an abrupt remark that in hefyfj 
estimation it would be better if the United States withdrew from the U. N. ^ 

EX 100 m- 94 ^ J€>¥ ¥Q/ - /?/ ; 

Tonight in one of our junior high schools there jgas^a, _ ^JJJ 
talk, before the PTA, against communism given by a farmer c ^ 
pediatrician. It worries me considerably this great flow of tqijc © 
elementary teachers, doctors, business men, etc. on a most serious 
subject. 





I should sincerely appreciate knowing first of all if 
the afore-mentioned group is in fact authorized and sanctioned by 
you and the FBI. Secondly I should welcome your opinion and 
advice as regards the enclosed pamphlet being circulated and exposure 
of our youth to speakers corroborating such theories . 

One of the introductory questions by the speakers here 
is "Woujil you know a Communist if you met one?" well, I'm not at all 
sure I would, but I am sure that I f m not going to be shaken in my 
faith in God, this beloved country and my hopes for the success of the 
United Nations* 

I should like to believe that there are sincere efforts being 
made to awaken our community to the dangers of communism but fail 
to see how undermining the United Nations, Nato and the administration 
while promoting isolation is the proper way to do so. 

Thank you so much for your attention. It is selfish of me 
to presume upon your time when you are burdeneddwith the security of 
millions but Fll be forever grateful for your counsel. 



Sincerely, 



Mrs. 



7C 



A. 



March 6, 1961 



Miss 



Buffalo 1, New York 
Dear Miss Harris: 



bo 
b7C 



Your letter of February 25, 1961, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluation or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I hope that you wm not infer in this connection 
either that we do or that we do not have data in our files relat- 
ing to the subject of your inquiry. 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of conunonism which may be of interest. 



MAILED 20 

MAR 6-lS6i 

C0MM-FB1 



Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Letter to Miss 



Enclosures 

17th National Convention, CPUSA & 3*80 LEB Introduction 

Communist Party, USA 

One Nation's Response to Commwiism 

Director's Speech of 10-18-60 

The Communists Are After Our Minds 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 



NOTE: No record could be located in Bufiles regarding correspondent. 
The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist organization; 
however, Robert Welch, its founder, has stated that the Society 
might take on the appearance of a "front" in order to attract true 
subversives. During the Eisenhower Administration, Welch criticized 
the President to the point of callinf him a dupe of the communists. 
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Buffalo 1, N. Y. 
February 25, 1961 



Dear Mr. Hoover: 




{0 I recently heard a speaker who spoke in support 
of the John Birch Society. The aims of the society are anti- 
communistic, but some of the ideas expressed seemed to be 
rather radical. For instance, the speaker at one point suggested 
that the U. N. should be abolished and another time that Earl 
Warren, Supreme Court Justice, should be impeached. 

May I please have your opinion on this society 
and whether it is legitimately anti-commustic. as claimed. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely yours 



fsf (Miss) 




• 



1 . y^vW/^ 




March 0, 



Hrs. 







bo 



Bear Mr*, 



The letter from you and your husband was 
received on February 27, 1261, and your interest in writing 

is appreciated. • 



Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, sis 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to tii2 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. X regret thai I am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subjects of your 
inquiry. 

inclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism wMch may be of interest. 

Sincerely yours, 



I. 



MAILED! 31 

MAR - 61961 
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Letter to Mrs. 



Enclosures 

17th National Convention, CPUSA & 3-60 LEB Introduction 

Communist Party, USA 

One Nation's Response to Communism 

Director's Speech of 10-18-60 

The Communists Are After Our Minds 

Expose of Soviet Espionage ^ 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with correspondent. 
The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist organization; 
however, Robert Welch, its founder, has stated that the Society 
might take on the appearance of a "front" in order to attract true 
subversives. During the Eisenhower Administration, Welch criticized 
the President to the point of calling him a dupe of the communists. 

Bufile 100-434516 contains a pamphlet issued by the Young 
Americans for Freedom (YAFF) wlslch states that this organization was 
established at a national conference of conservative students and youth 
leaders held at Sharon, Connecticut, during September, 1960. This con- 
ference issued a statement which stated in part "that the forces of 
international communism are at present the greatest single threat to 
these (constitutional) liberties; that the United States should stress victory 
over, rather than coexistence %ith, this (communist) menace..." Its task 
is to enlist members from every campus and every community and to 
organize programs which will develop local conditions and which will 
achieve local conservative objective*. Material available does not indicate 
that this group is a subversive organization. 



0 

JKx. and JHxi 



be 

b7C 



February 22, 1961 




Dear Mr. Hoover, 



We are requesting and would value so very 
muclyyour personal or public opinion of the 
Jo hjyBirch Society. We are members of this - 
organization ~anHthough believing very strongly 

its principles, we at times feel dismayed by : 
the recent smear campaign going on in Santa 
Barbara. Knowing how communists use front 
organizations after reading your book - ^Masters 
of Deceit", could you please let us know if 
we are being "duped" or "used"? 

Thank you so very much for your time and 
consideration, ^ 




P.S. If possible, could you als6 -let us know 
your opinion of the ^cSX^Sjg ^m6|fi2cans for Freedom 
Club started at Sharon Conn. .in I960? 



CO' 



AIRMAIL 



Mr, J. Edgar Hoover ' 
Federal Bureau at Investigation 
Washington D.C. '"" ''. 
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Mr* DeLoac 




date: February 2$, 1961 
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Ingram 
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MR. SHIR LE^TyPALMER - BALL 
146 SAINT MTTHEWS AVENUE 
I^UIS^LLE 7, K^TUCKY 
INQUIRY RE JOHN^BIRCH SOCIETX^ 



On the morning of February 24, 1961, above-named 
individual called the Bureau from Louisville, Kentucky, and was referre 
to SA Thomas F. Mitchell of the Crime Research Section, Mr. Palmer/^ 
identified himself as Vice-President of the Palmer Asbestos and Rubber^ 
Corporation in Louisville and a volunteer coordinator in the Louisville area 
for the John Birch Socifety. 

Mr. Palmer - Ball advised that recently the Louisville 
Courier -Journal ran an article "smearing" the society. He said that last 
Sunday the newspaper, over its radio station in Louisville, WHAS, continued 
what appears to be a definite attack on the society by presenting a radio 
program entitled, "Moral Side of the News. M Guests on this program were 
four ministers of the Louisville area who attacked the society stating that it 
was a fascist organization and could be compared with the Hitler movement. 

Mr. Palmer - Ball further stated that he feels the society itself 
could withstand such a smear attack, but he is anxious to launch a counter 
offense on behalf of the society in order to protect the individuals working for 
the society in Louisville. In connection with his counterattack, Mr. Palmer - 
Ball stated he planned on using the facilities of the weekly newspaper, "Voice 
of Saint Matthews, " published in Saint Matthews, Kentucky, with a circulation 
of about 6, 000. 

Mr. Palmer - Ball requested that the Director, if possible, send 
him a letter setting forth his knowledge of the John Birch Society and its aims. 
He added that if the Director could not furnish him such a letter, he would 
appreciate any suggestions the FBI might make as to how such a /smear attack \ ^rs 
could be fought. 



ALL" INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN v lix Uku1,_ ^E0 

* ■ i y i 

1 - Mr. Belmont } .? .. y 
(3) # 
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Memorandum to Mr. De Loach 
Re: Mr. Shirley Palmer - Ball 



There is no record in Bureau files identifiable with this 
individual. The John Birch Society has been the subject of numerous 
inquiries received at the Bureau. Founded by Mr. Robert Welch, of 
Belmont, Mass, , it is allegedly an anti -communist organization, but Welch 
has stated that it might take on the appearance of the "front" in order to 
attract true subversives. Welch has been openly critical of former President 
Eisenhower, and in his book, "The Politician" in a vicious attack on Eisenhower, 
he accused the President of being a dupe of the communists. 

Mr. Palmer - Ball was advised that the FBI is an investigative 
agency of the Federal Government and does not make evaluations or draw 
conclusions as to the character or integrity of any organization, publication, 
or individual. The Director, therefore, would be unable to help but that no 
inference should be drawn from this fact either that we do or do not have data 
in our files regarding this society. 

Domestic Intelligence Division advised that early in February 
on the Director's instructions a limited inquiry was initiated into the John 
Birch Society. Boston has been instructed to obtain from established sources 
information concerning the corporation, its officials, and sources of income. 

With regard to the Louisville Courier -Journal our relations 
with this paper have been very spotty with both favorable and unfavorable 
editorials. In December, 1958, they were extremely critical of the Director's 
response to unfavorable criticism. At that time they ran a scandalous cartoon 
with the caption, M Thou shalt not criticize the FBI." 



RECOMMENDATION: 
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ToLsoir- 
Parsons ' 

. Belmont ( - 

CaJJqhd n-^i 

Conrad 

DeLoachf 

Evans ' ' 

Ma lone 

Rosen 
TaveJ '■ 



■Trotter 

WIG. SuIJivan 
Tele, Room _ 

'Inqrarir 

[ Gflndy- 



i-2> 



; Mr\| 

Bill' s Auto Sales 
Post '^ftce Boix 548 
Powell, doming - 



/'be 



■Bear Mr. 



.. r . { [ ■,r^^yr(^f:C^:-'^'^ . ' ; :; '.• !• 



^. 1 - .; ' Your letter of February 22, 1961/ tos been ; . , 
received, and the interest which prompted you to write .ie v 
appreciated. - ' ■' : -.. • . ^ ; *:Ck."*"- ' *.. '-v.-' k'-C/' 

" ' , • Although I would like to be of service, the : rifr. : ; ; 

is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as tq the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or ; ; ! 
individual. I hope that you will not infer in this connection ,-•/ ; 
either that we do or that we do not have data in our f iles relat- 
ing to the subject of your inquiry. > v J-\ ,\ / 



Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 



general subject of communism 



,v : : sincerely yours* - ^.-^ v^l^l?^ 



, 1MAILJED.20 i-.",; 



Enclosures <6) 
(Listed next page) 



'-196.1 ; v>,;^,.''T>-; ; -. . John^Edg^riH<?>y^J^ -^.y * j^t * 
i^Bi.: '- '".^ ' ,; : -V V'.i ' Director a : ^.-,- ; -.,V : "^^". -'/^.-yV /•: ' : 
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see ^OTE next 
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Enclosures (6) : ; r -.\: ^--^Vx:;^'- > .". . ' 

13 th National' Goriyentionv CP^SA & 3,-60 LEB Introduction 
Communist Party /USA, ■■/.. : / "V y t ; /A 

One Nation* s Response to Communism s; V; ■ 
Director's Speech of 10-18-60 ■ ■ " ::. ] 

The Communists Are ■■After ; Out. Minds, r;*V' ; i 
Expose of Soviet Espionage - v; ^ ^ v 



, NOTE: The John Birch Society ^ i s "allegedly an anticommunist organization; 

however, Robert Welch, its founder; has stated that the Society ; ^ 

{ might take on t^e appea M front M in order to ; attract true , : ; 

subversives/ During t^ 
; the President to the point of calling him a dirp^ of the.cpm^nists. : 

Bufiles contain no information identifiable with correspondent. ; * : : 
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Bill f s Auto Sales 
P. O. Box 548 
Powell, Wyoming 



February 22, 1961 



J. Edgar Hoover, Cheif 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover, 

Would it be possible to send me information 
on the John Birch Society, ^Inc. headed by Robert Welch of 
Belmont, Mass. 

I have been approached to join this organization, 
from all outward appearances it has the makings of a loyal 
american trying to do a job, that cannot be posponed if we are 
to preserve our American heritage. 

On the other hand I have read so much of 
people being duped by communist front organizations and I 
don f t want to be a part of that statistic. 

An early reply would be greatly appreciated. 



Sincerely, 

/■/ 




h.:;."w.^.iH lb A^CLA^ifciuJ ■ > 




3 * P t Boa S4fi 
^POWELL, WYOMING 





<-z£L^U*J H fc*iv^ » 




y i 



^ .m^ ^ * vr "" £ **; 



4 (few Ct4*n * Mij*I*# . 
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March 6, 1961 
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Mr. 



Houston, Texas 
Dear Mr. | 



be 

L7< 



Your letter postmarked February 24, 1961, 
has been received, aad the interest which prompted you to 
write is appreciated. 

Although I would Uta» to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I an unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 

Enclosed is sons literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 



MAILED £0 

MAR 6-1961 

CBMlfrEM 



Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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(Listed next page) 
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Letter to Mr, b7 



Enclosures 

17th National Convention, CPUSA % 3-60 LEB Introduction 

Communist Party, USA 

One Nation's Response to Communism 

Director's Speech of 10-18-60 

The Communists Are After Our Minds 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 

NOTE: The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist organization; 
however, Robert Welch, its founder* has stated that the Society 
might take on the appearance of a "front" in order to attract true 
subversives. During the Eisenhower Administration, Welch criticized 
the President to the point of calling him a dupe of the communists. 

Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. 



he 

hlC 



^ Houston, TexaA 

£dyaA. Hooveji, Dijie.cJ.oA. 
JedeAal Bmie.au 9-nveAtLyatLon 
WaAhLnyton, D 0 C* 

Dean. HooveA: 



he 

hlC 




La a known fact that we aAe JL.Lvi.nfy Ln an aye o^ deceLt. 
IJ1L4 cauAeA one who La LnteAeAted Ln good government to be 
moAt cautLouA Ln lendLny /iLa AuppoAJL to voaLoua yAoupA whLch 
promote yood yovejwment. 

moAt communL^t faont groups aAe opeJiaiLny undeJi ike yuLAe 
o^ humane and patALotLc AocLetLeA , 9 am compelled to con* ult 
you and youA wealth o£ Ln^oAmaiLon aboj^ one yAoup^ Ln paAtL- 
culaA* ThLd yAoup La known oa the $ohn BLAch^SocL^^, havLny 
LA 1 a headguateAA Ln Belmont, MaAAachuAeJjtt. 9 am convLnced 
tfiLA La one o^ the moAt devout antL-communLdt yAoupA Ln opeA- 
atLon today. 9t f A pA.LncLple leadeA AeemA to have moA.e Ln^oAmatLon 
on comrMtnLdt actLvLtLeA at hiA dLApoAal than oua entLjie conyAeAA. 
9 would a ay Lt haA Lt ! A A^ootA Ln the conAtLtutLon o^ the UnLted 
States oa Aet ^oaJJx Ln 7/ r 8j oa oppoAed to the watejied down 
veJuLon o^ the pA£Aent tLme. 

9 would yAeatly appA.ecLate any cojmentA ^you wLll .^'V 

^oAmatLon you may, yLve me conceJinLny thLA, $ohn BLAch SocLety, 
y Aoup and Lt ; A actLvLtLeA, r r \ 



Thanhs 



JLny you <cn advance 



A.emaJLn, 



Sin.ceA.eJy. yocvu /oa. g.ood q.ov ejvnme.nt, . ( j 
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Mr. Henry tebak 
Alexander , North Dakota 



March 6, 1961 



Dear Mr. Lebak: 



Tour letter waist received on February 27, 1961, 
and your interest in writing Unappreciated. 

: ■ W 

While I would like to be of assistance, the FBI is 
an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as such, 
does not furnish evaluations or conagents concerning the character 
or integrity of any individual, publication or organization. I hope 
you will not infer in this connection either that our files do or do 
not contain data relative to the group you mentioned. 

This Bureau does not issue a list such as you 
described. You can obtain a \\nt of organizations which have been 
cited by the Attorney General pursuant to Executive Order 10450 
by writing to the Subversive Organizations Section, Internal 
Security Division, Q. S. Department of Justice, Washington 25, 
D. C. You may also be interested in a booklet entitled "Guide to 
Subversive Organizations and Publications. " Although this booklet 
is currently out of print, you may be able to secure a copy from 
your local library* 



Mi.tLED 27 

MAK 1961 

COMM-FB! 



Sigeerely yours r 



John Edga^ Hoover 
Director 




NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. The John Birch Society, 
an anti communist group, has not beeniinvestigated by the Bureau, but we 
are, watching its activities sinqglts founder, Robert Welch, indicated it ' j 
might be used to attract true, subversives^. / tf/ 
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Alexander, N. Dak. 
Feb. 21, 1961 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sirs: 

The Pf£>ple in this area are in the process of 
organizing into " John B irch Society!L.chapters and I am making 
preparations to start onTln^^iSander , N. Dak. I want to do 
all I can to help combat communism, but want to be on the right 
track. Would you kindly inform me as to your opinion on this 
group. It looks all right to me, but would hate to be wrong on it. 



/V 



Is it possible to acquire any list of people and organizations 
listed as communist. Would like any available information that would 
be a help in the battle. Also it might be well to find out the proper 
procedure in handling such lists. 

Sincerely 

Henry Lebak 



tO. MAR S-1961 








T^Tf aM^^^ jjfs^^ 

^JLT^I'^f 
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March 7, 1961 



Mrs. 









Dear Mrs, 



Tour letter of Febmpjry 26, 1981, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciated. 

Although I wot<W like to be of service, the FBI 
is an Investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such! does not make evaluation#or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organisation, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help yon and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. ■■ - 



Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of commuaiw which may be of interest. 

Sincerely touts, 



MAILED 20 

MAR 7 -1961 

CQMM-EBI 



1 J 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



Enclosures (6) 

17th National Convention, CLPUSA & 3-60 LEB Introduction 
Communist Party, USA ",vd :> 
One Nation's Response to C^taatraiism 
Director' s Speech of 1 0 - 1 8 - 60 \ 
The Communists Are After Out Minds 
Expose p\ 

^ MAIL ROOM L J TELETYPE UfrJfr 3 I SAW'lcl* (3) 



V 



Letter to Mrs, 



NOTE: Cor respondent Is not identifiable in Bufiles. 
The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist organization; 
however, Robert Welch, it&|jgtipder, has stated that the Society 
might take on the appearancft|#£ a "front" in order to attract true 
subversives. During the Eiselflko-wer Administration, Welch criticized 
the President to the point of calling him a dupe of the communists* 
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Nashville 12, Tennessee 
February 26, 1961. 

J, Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 

Re: John Birch Society 

he 

Dear Mr. Hoover, b7 

o 

I am interested in joining the John Birch Society, 
and I would like to know your opinion of this organization before I 
make my final decision. Although I feel that this organization 
stands for the true democratic ideals, your opinion is still desired 
and would be most helpful. 

Thank you for your attention. 

Sincerely, 



/s/ Mrs. 






be 

b7C 









Y>ujL ^ 




0 



b6 
b7C 
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March 7, 1961 



s 



3Mg Spring, Texas! 




Your letter dated February 27, 1961, has been received* 

Although I would like to be of service, the functions and 
respfinuritattiiies of the FBI as strictly a fact* gathering agency do not 
exteod i* furnishing evaluations or drawing conclusions as to the char* 
acter «r ifltagrity of any organization, publication or individual. I regret 
that I *m *»**>le to comment concerning the group you named and hope you 
will not ia£«r in this connection either that we do or that we do not have 
related data in our files. 



For the above reasons we have not, consequently, compiled 
a list nek » you described* If you would like to have a copy of the list of 
groups wMch have been designated by the Attorney General as coming with- 
in the seop* of Executive Order 10450, your request should be submitted to 
the Subversive Organizations Section, Internal Security Division, Department 
of Justice, Washington 25, D, C* 

The House Committee on Un-American activities has also 
released a 1 'Guide to Subversive Organizations and Publications/' The 
Government Printing Office advises that it is currently out of print, but 
you may be able to secure a copy of it in your local public library* Enclosed 
is other material on the subject of communism. , 



MAILED. 23 

MAR 7 - 1961 

COMAfrtef 



zm3 I u \m 



Sincerely yours, 

U« Edgar Hoover 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Letter to Miss 




Enclosures (7) 

What You Can Do To Fight Communis^ 
Communism: The Bitter Enemy of >Religio 
How To Beat Communism 
Press. Release 12-22-60 ■ .. _ 
Director's Speech JO-18-60 ^ v 
Expose of Soviet Espionage-^; 
Communist Target--Youth 
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Big Spring, Texas 
February 27, 1961 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir, 

^ I have been approached by some member of the 

John Bir ch Society to join their organization. 

Is this society clear of subversive or communist 

taint? 

If you have a list of organizations considered 
infiltrated by communists or a list of acceptible organizations, 
by the F. B. L standards, please forward a copy to me. 



Respectfully, 

/s/ 



he 



3 mu B.itM 




O .0 





